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New Braunfels Ghost Tour Fundraiser 
to Benefit Lisa Tschoepe

Walking tour departs from 
Naegelin's Bakery on 

Friday, March 4 @ 7:45pm
Tickets are Limited

Logon to txcitizen.com and click on 
the NB Ghost Tours link to register!

Downtown Ghost Tour
for a Cure!
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You can have her 
back, but it’s going 
to cost you.
In this week’s County Beat 
column (page 4), Nick Rogers 
interviews Precinct One’s Donna 
Eccleston, and her challenger for 
that post, Garrison Maurer. We just 
want to point out that if Eccleston wins this 
time around she’ll get a County pension at 
taxpayer expense, so unless you’re willing 
to pay out another $500,000 to one million 
dollars to her over the next 20 to 30 years, 
you might want to consider putting Maurer 
into the spot. That’s just good fiscal planning.

Walker Responds
In the February 11 edition of this column 
(available under the “Back Issues” tab at 
txcitizen.com), we audited the claims made 
by candidate for Sheriff, James Walker, 
regarding crime statistics in Comal County, 
and found them… lacking. Mr Walker read 
our article and sent a very nice follow up 
letter to apparently dig himself further into 
the hole he had created.

During a candidate’s roundtable 
interview with the TX Citizen, Walker made 
the following statement:

“From 2000 to 2012, the violent crime 
rate, which includes murders, aggravated 
assaults and robbery, all have gone up each 
over 200 percent.” 

We asked him where, specifically, he 
got those crazy numbers. He answered:

“This comes from the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics website, this is not something I just 
made up.”

Of course, after checking the murder, 
aggravated assault, robbery, and forcible 
rape numbers with the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics website, we discovered that the 
numbers were way, way off from what he 
told us. Walker offered the following letter in 
his defense. We’re printing it here in full, with 

the disputed issues in bold type. 
We’ll cover those point-by-point 
after the letter.

“Let me provide you a 
link to the source of my violent 
crime data as when I looked at 

your charts and numbers in your 
report the numbers you gave do not 

match up to what I found when I did my 
original research. Perhaps you were looking 
at crime arrests versus reported crime (which 
are two different things), I am not clear since 
I could not see the source of your numbers, 
but would be happy to look at them if you 
can forward me a direct link. The charts you 
presented has “CCSO Arrests”, this is why I 
believe you are looking at the wrong data 
set and looking at actual crime arrests and 
not what I based my research numbers on, 
which is reported crime. Reported crimes 
is what is reported to the law enforcement 
agency by the public, arrests are of course 
just that, arrests, and arrests are never going 
to track reported crime as not everyone is 
arrested or prosecuted for a crime he or she 
may have committed. 

“In fact if you look at the violent crimes 
total in the below chart for 2000 (this is what 
Comal County reported to the FBI) the total 
number of violent crimes is 89, then take a 
look at 2012, the number is 219 and if you 
do the math going from 89 to 219 is 146%, 
which is the overall rise in violent crime in 
Comal County when comparing the year 
2000 to 2012. If you then look at the murder 
rate it went from 0 in 2000 to 2 in 2012 
which is a 200% increase, robbery from 2 to 
7 which is a 250% increase, and aggravated 
assaults from 61 to 185 which is a 203% 
increase. Yes, there are other ways in which 
to look at the reported crimes data but I chose 
to do the comparison at two different time 
periods, the year 2000 and the year 2012. 

WORD1ST
MIKE

REYNOLDS
WITH

        Continued on page 5. 

Carol Cochran

& Big Star Productions

DJ & KARAOKE!

Come out to The Watering Hole 
Saloon for Karaoke Monday 

nights 7-11pm

Come out to The Watering Hole 
Saloon for Karaoke Monday 

nights 7-11pm

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Making your event an
occasion since 2004!

www.carol--cochran.com

It's sti� February, but let's face it, Texans; winter is 

gone. I'm not convinced it was ever here, but I'm sure it's 

not going to rear its stupid wintery head now. Spring is in 

bl�m which means a li�le more variety. We get c�l mornings 

and warm aftern�ns. It's our own li�le slice of life with 

actual seasons, brief though they may be. You want to 

wear pants? Do it. Shorts? Do it. Take a dip in the 

river? Do it. Sit by the fire? Do it. But where we 

also get a li�le more fr�dom of choice is in our 

wine. If you are in the m�d for a big hearty red wine 

then so be it. If you're after something a li�le 

more delicate and sw�t, we� that's just fine t�. 

Weather can dictate our lives at times - let's enjoy 

this spring and take back our lives! No ma�er what 

your taste ca�s for, Longshot has you covered. 

Swing by and grab a bo�le of your weapon of choice 

for these fresh springtime aftern�ns. Do it.

                    - Josh McFarling  

HOURS:
Tues-�urs: 12-10pm     

Fri: 12-11pm    Sat: 10-11pm
Sun: 10am-4pm

(Brunch: 10am-2pm)

133 Landa Str�t
(Across the street from the Landmark)

830.837.5667

1O51 N. IH-35 • In The Ramada INN • 83O.625.8O17
ENCOURAGING RESPONSIBLE DRINKING SINCE 1979

Who’s NB’s Best
Bartender?

Have your friends/patrons nominate 
you for the title of Best Bartender 

in New Braunfels and WIN a

$100 cash prize!
Whoever gets the most email votes 

will be announced as winner at

 9pm, Tuesday, March 15 
at The Prickly Pear Bar!
Winner must be present to win – 

otherwise the title and cash go to 
the next runner-up in attendance!

How to Vote: Send an email 
to dan.ramada@gmail.com, with the 

name of your pick for best bartender, 
the name of the bar they work at, 
and maybe a line or two about why 

they’re the best in NB! 
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        Continued on page 7. 

Precinct One: 
Eccleston v Maurer
The TX Citizen’s Nick Rogers recently sat 
down with Republican primary candidates 
for Precinct 1 County Commissioner Donna 
Eccleston, who is the incumbent, and 
Garrison Maurer. Text has been edited for 
clarity and brevity but not for content.

TX Citizen: Donna, why are you running 
for re-election?

Donna Eccleston: There are a lot of things 
to get done. Working with a governmental 
entity and with other governmental entities, 
sometimes it takes quite a while to bring project 
to fruition. There is a host of things I still want 
to accomplish. For instance, the James Curry 
Nature Center is an example. I worked with 
Dr. Curry for two years crafting the donation of 
the Nature Center to the County. It’s illustrative 
of the different people coming together and 
the different moving pieces involved. 

I love where I live and I want to keep 
using my skill-sets to build on those successes.

TXC: Garrison, why are you running for 
this seat?

Garrison Maurer: I’m running because I 
love my community, I was born and raised here. 
I feel there needs to be some improvements in 
some areas, and people deserve a choice, so 
I’m giving them an alternative. If they’re not 
satisfied with the current court, they now have 
an option to vote for someone new. 

TXC: One of the major problems facing 
the County, of course, is its exponential 
growth. We all know of the financial and 
budgetary strains this has put on Comal, but 
what is something else this growth puts a 
strain on that people might not realize and 
how would you fix it?

Maurer: Water is the big issue. A lot of 
people are asking if we could survive another 
drought, will there be enough groundwater? I 

would like to look at options for other sources 
of water. We can work with surrounding 
counties to make a regional water plan to, 
for example, make desalination an option. 

Eccleston: The growth affects every factor 
of the County. We’ve done a strategic plan for 
facilities and all of the things within our purview. 
Counties are very limited to statutory authority 
in whatever they do. One of the difficulties that 
come about, then, is that there are areas where 
we don’t have any wherewithal. 

As far as water, there is a regional 
water plan. We belong to Region L and 
recently took suggestions from a stake-holder 
committee from all areas of the County, and 
with those suggestions we were able to craft 
a groundwater conservation district. This 
gives us a voice in that regional water plan. 
As for desalination, nothing is off the board 
but, right now, it’s prohibitively expensive. I 
think the most successful way is to practice 
conservation first. It’s amazing when you look 
at the statistics of how in areas that instituted 
education and conservation plans, there was 
a significant drop in water use.

TXC: Since we mentioned water, some 
landowners have expressed concern that 
with the groundwater district, the County 
will able to come onto their land to forcibly 
register and tax their private wells.

Maurer: The citizens originally voted 
down the groundwater district. The County 
Commissioners then lobbied our State 
Representative (Doug Miller) to introduce 
the groundwater district into law. I’m all for 
protecting our water but I would just like to 
see the people have more say in the matter.

Eccleston: It was actually a group of 
citizens who came together from the ranching 
community and brought their suggestions to 
the Court. We had been pressured by the 
State of Texas to create a district or be joined 
into one with someone else. Groundwater 
Conservation districts are the desired method 
by the State of Texas, and there has been 

significant pressure put on Comal County 
for years. This was a case of being able 
to fashion our own future, or be lumped 
with someone else and having to live with 
something we had no input on.

As to the question, no one, not even the 
governor, can meter a private well. They’re not 
going to go out and meter private wells – you 
can’t. Groundwater districts are statutorily-
created entities and have all of the restrictions 
under the water chapter that every other district 
in the state has. People are encouraged, 
though, to register their private wells because 
if they have any significant environmental 
problems, such as spills, the well owner can 
get that information quickly, be on guard and 
check the health of their wells.  

TXC: Bow hunters are unhappy with the 
order that only allows them to hunt on private 
property that is 10 acres or more. These 
hunters claim that this is the most restrictive 
rule in the state. Do you feel that order should 
be changed or eliminated?

Maurer: We should look at other counties 
and see how they’re doing it. If there isn’t a 
problem anywhere else, then it shouldn’t be 
a problem here.

Eccleston: We have subdivisions out in the 
county where the houses are on lots a quarter 
to a third of an acre, or less, and there are 
safety issues. A lot of older neighborhoods 
have small plots and the houses are closer 
together. This becomes difficult when you 
talk of someone bow hunting in that small 
of an area. This rule has been in place for 
a long time here. There are other ways to 
manage the deer population than allowing 
bow hunting on very small subdivision lots. 
Do I have problems with the deer population? 
Absolutely. But not everyone is a professional 
hunter, which a lot of these municipalities and 
subdivisions hire under the auspices of the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.

COUNTY BEATCOUNTY BEAT
WITH NICK ROGERSWITH NICK ROGERS

Best Damn Lunch Special
in New Braunfels!

12-4 Monday-Friday 
$6.99 Lunch Specials 

Specials Include Drink and Side

830.620.9091 • www.scoresnb.com
223 W San Antonio St, Downtown NB

FREE POOL 
Monday Night

1/2 PRICE 
APPETIZERS

Monday-Friday  5-7pm

ALL YOU CAN
EAT CATFISH
Fridays  $8.99

KINGS & QUEENS
BALLROOM

830-708-2014
442 STOLTE RD. 

(NEAR 1H 35 EXIT 193)
NEW BRAUNFELS, TX

THE PERFECT SPACE
TO RENT

FOR ANY EVENT!
•10,000 sq ft

• Full Stage (15x25ft) 

for DJ or Band
• Full Size

Commercial Kitchen

•Mens & Womens

dressing rooms

• Tables & Chairs
included
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       Continued from page 3. 

“Since you indicated the arrest numbers 
in your article were CCSO numbers I presumed 
they came only from the sheriff’s department 
arrests, is that correct? Did they also include 
the arrests for New Braunfels, Garden Ridge, 
and Bulverde Police Departments? If these 
were only from CCSO (cases they filed, not 
the other departments) I would ask that you 
look at the arrest numbers you provided 
(actual arrests) as these show actual arrests 
as being on a downward trend since 2000. 
Sometimes however the FBI likes to aggregate 
data and they may have shown arrests for 
all reported arrests in the county from all 
law enforcement agencies in the county, 
I am not clear since I don’t have the same 
data you did. The question that immediately 
comes to my mind however is why the arrests 
numbers are down. I will leave looking into 
this for you if you so desire and feel it would 
something of interest to your readers. There 
is a decent tool at http://www.statista.com/
statistics/194213/crime-clearance-rate-by-
type-in-the-us/ for comparisons, however the 
year they used was 2014 I believe, and not 
2012, but these numbers have a tendency 
not to change a great deal over time.

“Here is the link I used that should take 
you to the data set I used: http://www.
ucrdatatool.gov/Search/Crime/Local/
RunCrimeJurisbyJuris.cfm .”

Ok, here we go. 

1) Walker told us “From 2000 to 
2012, the violent crime rate, which includes 
murders, aggravated assaults and robbery, 
all have gone up each over 200 percent” 
and “This comes from the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics website, this is not something just 
I made up”. At no point did he make a 
distinction between “reports” and “arrests”. 
Ok, we’re going to give him a pass on that 
one until we can verify that. Just give us a 
second here to go back to the website where 
he said he obtained the statistics and check 
for reported crime rather than arrests…

Oops. Nowhere to be found on the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics website.

2) “In fact if you look at the violent crimes 
total in the below chart for 2000 (this is what 
Comal County reported to the FBI) the total 
number of violent crimes is 89, then take a 
look at 2012, the number is 219 and if you 
do the math going from 89 to 219 is 146%, 
which is the overall rise in violent crime in 
Comal County when comparing the year 2000 
to 2012. If you then look at the murder rate 
it went from 0 in 2000 to 2 in 2012 which is 
a 200% increase, robbery from 2 to 7 which 
is a 250% increase, and aggravated assaults 
from 61 to 185 which is a 203% increase.”

A) Walker Switched his Source. He is 
partially correct, (only in the cases of robbery 
and aggravated assault – not murder or 
forcible rape), but he grabbed that data from 
the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting stats – not 
the Bureau of Justice Statistics website, which 
is specifically where he told us he found the 
information. Got to keep those facts straight. 
Especially the ones regarding murder and 
rape. People hate being murdered and/or 
raped. Hey, we didn’t make him say “each” 
and “all”. That was his deal.

B) Exaggerated Maths: 146% is not 
200%, no matter how you slice it.

C) Cherry-Picking Data for Maximum 
Fear: According to the UCR, total violent 
crime peaked in 2010. So if we’re Texas-
Sharpshooting the data, that’s a useful stat 
to keep in mind. Let’s not compare 2000 to 
2012. Let’s compare 2010 to 2012, and 
what you’ll find is that rape and robbery 
decreased. Meaningless stats when viewed 
in vacuum, and a good illustration why one 
must examine trends, not random data sets.

D)  Two More than Zero is Different 
than 200%: Since it turns out we’re not 
looking at trends, but simply two arbitrary 
dates, we’ll break this down by individual 
categories of crime. There were zero 
murders in 2000, and two in 2012. Despite 
Walker’s assertion, that does not represent 
a 200% increase in murder. One can’t 
establish a percentage when comparing to 
zero. There were two more murders in 2012 
than there were in 2000. Murders have 
never increased more than 100% (from one 
to two) when comparing any two years in 
the range. Period.

Robbery did not go “from two to seven”. 
It went from two in 2000 to five in 2002 to 10 
in 2006 to 12 in 2011 down to 7 in 2012. 
Again, if we’re cherry-picking data clusters, 
one might as well say that robberies were 
nearly cut in half between 2011 and 2012.

Forcible rape was at 26 in 2000, 17 in 
2008, 32 in 2010 and 25 in 2012. A 25% 
drop since 2010. Kinda. Or better yet, down 
about 4% compared to 2000.

The one stat responsible for the overall 
increase in violent crime per the UCR is far 
and away the one tied to aggravated assault, 
with 61 in 2000, to its high of 185 in 2012. 
Most people don’t put themselves in situations 
where melees break out. Rape, robbery 
and murder, which appear more random 
in nature, are of more general concern, so 
it’s important that the distinction be noted. 
Between 2000 and 2012, there were zero, 
one, or two murders per year. Statistically, 
nearly irrelevant. Not as scary to live in the 
County under those conditions.

It should also be noted that these 
are not crimes that can be prevented by 
a Sheriff, only responded to. The Sheriff 

goes out and gets the bad guys after the 
fact. Walker’s point may be that not enough 
violent criminals are getting arrested, but 
we don’t want to put words into his mouf. 
Perhaps he has a plan to deport potential 
criminals to Seguin.

3) “Since you indicated the arrest 
numbers in your article were CCSO numbers 
I presumed they came only from the 
sheriff’s department arrests, is that correct? 
Did they also include the arrests for New 
Braunfels, Garden Ridge, and Bulverde Police 
Departments?”

We did not include data from outside 
of the County’s jurisdiction, because Walker 
is running for Sheriff of Comal County, not 
police chief of New Braunfels, Garden Ridge, 
and/or Bulverde. We might as well include 
data from Los Angeles and New Orleans if 
we’re just going to throw in areas where the 
Comal County Sheriff has no authority.

Again, we’ll say it – Walker is a nice 
man. He showed admirable restraint when 
sending us his response, an important 
quality in a lawman. However, he got his 
own details wrong when making his case for 
being elected, and indulged in some serious 
exaggerations when it came to the murder 
rate and violent crime rate in general. We’re 
going to award him the demerit badges for 
Reckless Hyperbole and Cherry-Picking Data. 
Twenty-year-old candidate Dj Seeger also 
earned a badge - for cosplay.

\m/

Mike Reynolds
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief

We got this where he told us to look.
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NB's Only Locally Owned Paint Supply!
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Thank you to everyone who came out to 

Freiheit Country Store and to our generous sponsors!

Missed the show? You can still help support Marsha Mudge! 
F a c e b o o k . c o m / M u d g e S t r o n g
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TXC: With the continued growth, 
should the County increase its response with 
services to those segments of the population 
on limited incomes?

Eccleston: We’re limited by statute, 
but we do spend quite a bit of money on 
indigent defense.

Indigent health care, under Chapter 61, 
is very specific. If you’re truly indigent and 
meet the guidelines under that program, then 
the County can spend up to $30,000 per 
year, but we can’t go past that. We need to 
make every single one of those dollars count. 
I am the indigent health care appeals officer 
so this is particular area of concern for me. 
We have worked with Christus Santa Rosa 
on this in order to maximize significant cost 
savings. Also, one of the major problems was 
that we couldn’t find providers, so partnering 
with Christus has not only saved us a lot of 
money, but the people in Comal Care have 
seen a significant increase in the number of 
providers available. 

Maurer: I want to help the indigent 
rehabilitate and find jobs, to help get them on 
their feet so they’re not dependent on the County 
so much. Let’s give them a boost and help them 
get job, maybe even help create jobs.

TXC: What about the possibility of a 
county hospital?

Eccleston: That would require creating a 
hospital district and one of the things to think 
of is that we do have two full-service hospitals 
here in Comal County. In the western part 
of the county, they’re talking with different 
providers to get stand-alone services. We are 

also so close to San Antonio and, locally, both 
Resolute and Christus Santa Rosa does charity 
care, and both are nonprofit hospitals. I believe 
it’s better to work affectively with what you 
have rather than add another layer of taxation 
and bureaucracy. These hospitals have access 
to all of the specialists and different levels of 
trauma care, and we wouldn’t be capable to 
that same degree if you created a separate 
county hospital district.

TXC: Of course, any county hospital can 
attain a trauma care designation.

Eccleston: But there are different levels. 
Realistically, I think, it makes more sense to be 
collaborative and work with these nonprofits 
than to create a hospital district.

Maurer: I have to agree with Donna. I 
think we should use the resources we already 
have in place.

TXC: What do you see is the greatest 
need for Precinct 1 and what would you do 
to satisfy that need?

Eccleston: As far as our highways and 
roads are concerned, Precinct 1 is in really 
good shape. Our difficulties it all circle 
back around to growth. We need to keep 
expanding the services necessary for the 
health, safety and welfare of our area. We 
also need the input of our citizens. We use 
citizen stakeholder committees for just about 
every function. One of the limits is that you 
have very rural areas and very urban areas, 
and the urban problems are moving into rural 
areas. At the same time, there are people who 
own ranches, so their needs are very different 
than others. So, I think we need to be creative 
and work with our citizens to get the tools they 

feel we need to fashion our own future. Make 
no mistake, the County’s growth is impacting 
every aspect of our lives. For example, we 
have more than 900 miles of paved road that 
we maintain, and that’s just county roads. 

Maurer: Growth is certainly the biggest 
problem, but it’s important how you manage 
that growth. You want to make sure that 
small business owners are taken care of. 
During road construction, for example, 
customers can’t get to the businesses and the 
businesses lose money. We have one road, 
Highway 281 at Highway 46, which has 
been under construction for 3-4 years, before 
they started to work on Walnut. They are still 
working on the turnarounds. While it’s out of 
our hands because it’s a TxDOT project, if I 
can have any kind of influence as a county 
commissioner to put the fire under TxDOT, I 
will because something is better than nothing. 

I would also like to get citizens more 
involved with the Commissioners Court and 
with their commissioner. Maybe have a town 
hall meeting once in a while so we can hear 
the voices of the citizens. We can use emails, 
make our cell phones available, maybe a 
monthly newsletter from the Court.

Eccleston: One of our significant 
frustrations is that we recognized that people 
weren’t involved with the Court. We decided 
to hold a monthly court meeting and put it in 
different areas of the county, advertise it and 
pick a particular subject to get people interested 
in coming. Although everyone was saying that 
they wanted to be involved, we didn’t have 
anyone show up. Then, we decided to take it 
down to four meetings a year and make it a 
workshop so people could ask about anything. 
We still weren’t getting people to attend. 

       Continued from page 4. 

9103 FM 1102
“San Braunfels” (Hunter, TX)

512.667.7510
happycowhuntertx.com

HAPPY COW
B A R  &  G R I L L

Friday 
TBA

Saturday 
TBA

Wednesday
Open Mic

Thursday
Cow-e-oke

Kitchen Hours 
11-2 & 5:30-10pm   Mon-Thurs 

11-10pm   Fri-Sun

Cheese  Chocolate  Wine

“Thank you for voting ours the 
‘Best Grilled Cheese Sandwich’ 

in this year's readers poll. 
Now bring your friends in to try it!”

         – Chef Stephanie  

Winner!Winner!
Downtown New Braunfels,

just steps from the Brauntex Theater

Experienced 
Bar   Manager 

Wanted
Working Manager Position 

in New Braunfels

Send Resume/Experience 
to hirenbtx@gmail.com

118 Common St.    830.387.4466

SOUPSARE BACK!

OPEN
Mon-Sat
11 to 8

NOTICE TO CREDITORS. Notice is hereby given 
that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of 
Calvin E. Cowles, Deceased, were issued on 
February 11, 2016, in Cause No. 2016PCA0006, 
pending in the County Court at Law of Comal County, 
Texas, to: Reba K. Cowles.
      All persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are required 
to present them to the undersigned within the time 
and in the manner prescribed by law.
       DATED the 17th day of February, 2015.

Frank B. Suhr, Attorney at Law,
473 S. Seguin Ave, Ste 100, New Braunfels, TX 78130 

State Bar No.: 19466300, 
Tel: (830) 625-4345, Fax: (830) 606-4511, 

Attorney for Reba K. Cowles

LEG A L NOTICES
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YOUR LIVE MUSIC GUIDE

Thu 2.25

Josh Holden

6:30pm

Jam Night

6pm

Shawn Hart

5pm

Matt Begley

9pm

Gruene Hall
Grouchy Like Riley

6pm

Moonshine & Ale
Rock & Roll Piano Sing Along

8pm

On the Rocks
Dallas Aho

7pm

The Pour Haus
Brent Michael Wood

8:30pm

Vino en Verde
Shawn Hart

8:30pm

Fri 2.26

Broken Duck Feet

6:30pm

TBA

8pm

Bob Schmueckle & Derek Krueger

7pm

Pepper’s Blues

6:30pm

Nash plays Cash

5pm

Dale Watson & His Lonestars

8:30pm

Huck Johnson & the Jackknives 

9pm

Rebels of Texas

8pm

Alpine Haus Restaurant
Off the Grid Polka Band

6pm

Billy’s Ice House
Copper Chief

8pm

Gruene Hall
Uncle Lucius

w/ Carson McHone

8pm, $15

On the Rocks
San Martian Quartet

7:30pm

Moonshine & Ale
Rock & Roll Piano Sing Along

8pm

The Pour Haus
Ken Brazle & the Scream

8:30PM

Vino en Verde
Jesse Stratton

8:30pm

Sat 2.27

Shandy

6:30pm

TBA

8pm

Monty ‘Guitar’ Tyler Band

2pm

Cold Snap

6pm
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Special Events Monthly
Private Parties- Catering

Wedding Facilities Available
Never a Cover!

Kid & Pet Friendly!
1263 Gruene Road • 830.625.1045

Call for Hours!
omalovesyou.com

FEB 25 
@ 6 JAM NIGHT

FEB 26 
@ 6:30 PEPPERS BLUES

FEB 27 
@ 2 THE MONTY "GUITAR" TYLER BAND

@ 6 COLD SNAP

FEB 28 
@ 2 THE SMOKEHOUSE GUITAR ARMY

BEST 
OF THE 

WURST 
2014

double winner!
Best Beer Bar

& Best Bartenders

Named one of the 
World's Best Beer Gardens 

by Jetsetter.com!

Upcoming Events:

Kori Free & the Groove Hounds

w/ Alli Mattice Band

9pm

Big Sandy & His Fly Rite Boys

9pm

Knotty Grove 

9pm

Billy’s Ice House
Dalton Domino

w/ Backwater Blvd

8pm

Gruene Hall
Flat Top Jones

1pm

Bob Schneider

w/ Graham Wilkinson

8pm, $25

Moonshine & Ale
Rock & Roll Piano Sing Along

8pm

NB Farmers Market
Dan McCoy

9am

On the Rocks
Jake Castillo Trio

9pm

The Pour Haus
Dirty White Horse

9:30pm

Sun 2.28

Smokehouse Guitar Army

2pm

Adam Johnson

3pm

Lucas Taylor

7pm

Drew Kennedy

4pm

Billy’s Ice House
Adrian & Meredith

8pm

Gruene Hall
Slim Bawb

12pm

Mike Zito Band

4pm

The Pour Haus
Derek & Bobby

8pm

Vineyard at Gruene
Ty Dillon

7pm

Vino en Verde
Soul Sessions

8:30pm

Mon 2.29
Billy’s Ice House

Doug Kent

8pm

Gruene Hall
Bret Graham

6pm

The Pour Haus
Matt Kersh

8:30pm

Tues 3.1
Bonzai Steak & Sushi

Smooth Jazz

w/ Sam Harriss

6pm

Geronimo VFW #8456
Myra Rolen, Paul Sanchez, Nikki Vincent

5:30pm

Gruene Hall
Thad Beckman, Tommy Elskes

6pm

Wed 3.2

Sam Pace

8:30pm

Manzy Lowry

9pm

Billy’s Ice House
Aaron Stephens

8pm

Gruene Hall
Bob Livingston

1pm

Mike & the Moonpies

6pm

The Pour Haus
Kerosene Drifters

8:30pm

S O U N D C H E C K  B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y:
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Fri 2.26

Cheatham Street Warehouse
Mark Jungers

9pm

The Continental Club
Blues Specialists

6:30pm

Elvis Costello Tribute

10pm, $10

Robert Kraft Trio, 8:30pm

The Lost Counts, 10:30pm, $5

Floore’s Country Store
Asleep at the Wheel

9pm, $20-$25

Luckenbach Dance Hall
Hayden Whitington

1pm

Dan Cowart

4pm

Brennen Leigh & Noel McKay

8pm

Luna
Jack Burton Band

8pm, $10

Sam’s Burger Joint
Carolyn Wonderland, Marcia Ball,

Shelley King

8pm, $20-$80

Stubb’s BBQ
Maajr

w/ Demi the Daredevil, New Age Love, 

Flavor Raid

9pm, Inside

Sat 2.27

Cheatham Street Warehouse
Cody Bryan

9pm

The Continental Club
Redd Volkaert, 3:30pm

Bottle Rockets, Pong, Magnifico

10pm, $15

Hillary York, 8:30pm

The Lost Counts, 10:30pm, $5

Floore’s Country Store
Whiskey Myers

w/ The Reed Brothers

9pm, $13-$18

Luckenbach Dance Hall
Emily Herring

1pm

Doug Moreland Trio

5pm

Luna
Tomar & the FC’s

9pm, $10

Sam’s Burger Joint
Sonny Landreth

w/ Ruben V

8pm, $20-$70

Stubb’s BBQ
Dropkick Murphys

w/ Tiger Army, Darkbuster

7pm, Outside, $34-$132

Black Irish Texas

w/ Sniper 66

11pm, Inside, $5

SOUND  TOWNOUT
OF

Karaoke
Thursdays Nights

Karaoke
Thursdays, Sundays 

DJ
Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays

Karaoke
Thursday Nights

Karaoke
Thursdays, Saturdays

DJ Johnny V
Fridays

Trivia Night
Tuesdays 

Karaoke
Mondays & Thursdays

diversions

Karaoke
Thursday & Sunday

DJs
Wednesday,

Friday, Saturday

thursday
Karaoke w/Johnny V

�iday
DJ JV

saturday
Karaoke w/Johnny V

sunday
Happy Hour All Day LONG

monday
Service Employees Night

tuesday
TEXAS TUESDAYS

Specials on Texas Spirits
�dnesday

Free Pool & Darts

1O51 N. IH-35 • In The Ramada INN • 83O.625.8O17
ENCOURAGING RESPONSIBLE DRINKING SINCE 1979

FRIday
Huck Johnson & the Jackknives     

9pm

SATURday
Big Sandy & His Fly Rite Boys     

9pm

www.rileystavern.com TAVERN
SINCE
1933

Texas' First Bar After Prohibition!Texas' First Bar After Prohibition!
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Freeman
on Sports
Freeman
on Sports WITH BRANT FREEMANWITH BRANT FREEMAN

Let’s get right into the Week In Review with 
this week’s column focusing on rivalries…

NBA: This past week, the Spurs played Kobe 
Bryant for the final time, in a 119-113 win 
over the Lakers at the Staples Center. It’s a 
little surreal to finally see the battles between 
Kobe and Tim Duncan come to an end, their 
first game against each other in 1997. I mean, 
Tinder and FarmersOnly.com didn’t even exist 
then. How did people even date? Anyway, I 
think back to the rivalry between those two and 
their teams and how they compare to other 
rivalries the Spurs have had over the years. 
Before I dive into that, here’s a little secret 
about rivalries: they mean a lot more in college 
sports than the pros. In college, the rivalries are 
primarily forged through geography: North 
Carolina vs Duke, Alabama vs Auburn, USC vs 
UCLA, Texas vs Texas A&M… scratch that last 
one. It might sound cliché, but in college sports, 
the saying “throw the records out” applies as 
well, ask anyone who saw a bad Texas team 
play (and beat) a really good Oklahoma team 
in the Red River Rivalry game this past October. 
Those rivalry games not only garner the interest 
of the fans invested into those programs, but 
the nation as well.

In pro sports, there are not many rivalries 
the country buys into. Sure, there’s Red Sox 
vs Yankees and maybe Cubs vs Cardinals 
or Bears vs Packers but on the professional 
level, rivalries only come to life when two 
teams are championship-level good. Take 
the NFL for example. For a three window, 
Seattle vs San Francisco was entertaining as 
hell. Then half of the 49ers retired, the team 
forced Jim Harbaugh out the door and hired 
a refrigerator salesman in his place and San 
Francisco sucked. Seattle was still good, and 
then Arizona became good too and THAT 
became the better game to watch. 

The same principles apply to the NBA. 
As a fan of the Spurs for well over 23 years, 
I’ve been fortunate enough to follow a team 
that’s been good to great for 22 of them, 
and along the way the rivalries have been 
a revolving door. First it was the Jazz in the 

mid-90s. Ask any Spurs fan about Malone, 
Stockton and Hornacek and they will spew 
HATE. Then once Utah’s core got old and the 
team sunk towards the bottom of the Western 
Conference, the rivalry faded. There was the 
five-year window against Phoenix (’05-‘10), 
Dallas (’03-’10 and relived again in an epic 
seven-game series in 2014), Oklahoma City 
(’12-present) and potentially Golden State. 

But the most significant of them all was 
the Spurs/Lakers rivalry spanning 1999-
2008. There were the Spurs closing down 
the Great Western Forum in the summer of 
’99 against a young Kobe Bryant, a loss 
that spearheaded the Lakers’ hiring of Phil 
Jackson that offseason. The 2001 series, 
which going in was being promoted as the 
greatest Western Conference Finals of all time 
(and the Lakers promptly stomped the Spurs in 
four games). The 2003 series saw the Spurs 
survive a near collapse in Game Five as they 
slayed the three-time champion Lakers and 
made Kobe and Derek Fisher cry (YouTube 
this NOW). The *sigh*, 0.4 shot by Fisher 
in 2004 (don’t YouTube this ever). Another 
Western Conference Final between the two 
in 2008 that included a controversial non-call 
against (surprise!) Fisher in Game Four. 

Over a 10 season span, Spurs/Lakers 
gave us six playoff series and at the center of 
the rivalry: Duncan and Kobe. Sure, there were 
the integral parts, Shaq (obviously), Phil and 
Pop, Robert Horry (both sides), Tony and Manu, 
Fisher, Gasol, Bowen etc. but the constant was 
Duncan and Kobe. Odds were that if you didn’t 
play with them, your season was ending early. 
From 1999 to 2014, their teams played in the 
Finals 14 times, each coming away with five 
titles.  Duncan doing it as a quiet assassin, 
Kobe as the in-your-face relentless competitor. 

The rivalry is over now (and quite honestly 
has been for about two or three years) but what 
a ride it was. To Kobe I say thank you. To Duncan 
I can say, incredibly, it’s on to the next one. 

Brant Freeman is a seasoned local sportscaster, 
delivering the goods as a reporter for major pro and 
collegiate sporting events in the greater San Antonio 
area for over a decade.

“Advertising in the 
TX Citizen was the best 

move I could have made. 
I received more calls for 

service after the first 
week than I was 

expecting for the whole 
month. This is by far the 

best advertising bang 
for my buck.”

- Ryan DePasqual,
The Bathtub Doctor

(Actual quote, not contrived ad copy.)

TX Citizen Advertising Works
Call, text or email Mike to see 
what the TXC can do for y’all!

830.358.2493
mike@txcitizen.com

The

BATHTUB DOCTOR
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By Gustavo Arellano

Dear Mexican: I’ve noticed that 
many Mexicans have pet birds, and 
most of the time, they’re obviously 
neglected. One time I saw a live parrot 
in a cage next to a cage with a dead and 
decaying parrot! WTF? Is this a Third 
World thing, an exercise in not feeling 
bad about another animal’s feelings 
in order to strengthen their minds in 
some idiotic and twisted way? Or is it 
because they have seen so many adults 
and babies dying of disease that they 
have no heart for animals?  I’ve passed 
by a house where the family keeps a 
cockatiel on the front porch day and 
night. I have never seen these people, 
but I will bet you anything—anything—
that they are freakin’ Mexicans. I 
mean, it’s still alive, so obviously they 
keep feeding it, but why own a bird if 
you are not going to make it part of 
the family? Don’t they know that birds 
get more intelligent the more they are 
interacted with? This is something I 
feel strongly about, so if you know, 
please explain this to me.

Güero Para los Pajaros

Dear Gabacho for the Birds: You tilting, 
bruh? There’s a reason why the Spanish 
word for pet is mascota—that is, something 
to have around but not necessarily treat 
as a human. Gabachos see pets as fur- 
or feather-people; Mexicans see pets as 
animals. But it’s not a Third World thing; it’s 
class, pendejo—don’t forget that Americans 
had the same perspective on animals they 
owned not so long ago (cockfighting was 
still legal in Oklahoma, New Mexico and 
Louisiana as recently as last decade). I’m not 
making excuses, or trying to play down the 
severity of our treatment of birds: A 2007 
study compiled by Defenders of Wildlife, 
a conservation nonprofit, estimated that 
65,000 to 78,5000 parrots were captured 

each year, with about 60,000 of them dead 
before getting to a buyer, “making this trade 
terribly inhumane and wasteful.” And I can’t 
blame the gabachos this time, either: the 
same report cited United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service stats that showed about 
86 percent to 96 percent of those captured 
pericos stayed in Mexico.

My mom is very expressive and 
can say some stupid things sometimes. 
One night, my family had a holiday get-
together and my brother invited his 
Chicana friend. My mom was talking 
and the word “vato” rolled from her 
lips, and the Chicana friend’s eyes 
opened wide and her jaw just dropped. 
Is that an offensive word to Mexicans? 
We’re black, so is it like the N-word to 
them? What I mean is that some people 
take offense to the N-word, some think 
it’s okay to say the word if you’re black, 
or others may see it as a form of saying 
“What’s up”

Question From a Black Man

Dear Negrito: You mean if there’s a 
word that can mean both “nigger” and 
“nigga” in Mexican Spanish? No word in 
our idioma is as loaded as those. The closest 
would be paisa, short for paisano. The full 
word means “countryman,” but roughly 
translates as “bro”—but in its paisa form, it 
can be used as a slur that means “hillbilly.” 
That said, some Mexicans proudly use paisa 
for themselves and reappropriate the term 
ala nigga. And quickly: the Chicana got 
offended because vato (“dude” in Chicano 
Spanish) is usually associated with gangs. 
Here’s to hoping she didn’t call your mom 
a mayate…

Ask the Mexican at 
themexican@askamexican.net, 

be his fan on Facebook, follow him on 
Twitter @gustavoarellano or follow him 

on Instagram @gustavo_arellano!

 ASK A MEXICAN!

!
234 8  G ru e ne  L a k e  D r.  Su i t e  B in the Vi l lage  • 8 3 0 . 64 3 . 13 09

Single Origin              
Espresso & Brews Handcrafted BlendsHandcrafted Blends

Whole Bean Coffee PastriesPastries
smoothies, teas, & iced coffees

Free �-FiFree �-FiFree �-Fi

Weekdays
6:30 - 6:30pm

Weekends
7:30 - 6:30pm

     Double
     Winner!      

     Double
     Winner!      

830.625.2420 • 1617 BUSINESS 35 S.
GUADACOMA@NBTX.COM

 

GUADA • COMA

 

GUADA • COMA

$
85 Heating System

   Inspection Special!
Don’t let the cold
      catch you!
Don’t let the cold
      catch you!
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MOST WANTED

$300
REWARD

COMAL COUNTY ’S

MEDELLIN, JESSE 
RODRIGUEZ
Male • 5’07” • 200 lbs
DOB: 01/01/1976
CHARGE: Possession 
of a controlled 
substance pg 1 under 
1 gram and theft of 
property under $1500 
with 2 or more 
previous convictions

EICHMAN,
SHARON PAPE
Female • 5’03” • 145 lbs
DOB: 11/21/1953
CHARGE: Theft 
property over $20,000 
under $100,000

HERNANDEZ,
DOMONIQUE MARIE
Female • 5’03” • 110 lbs
DOB: 06/05/1991
CHARGE: Failure to 
appear/ theft property 
under $1,500 with 2 
or more previous 
convictions

JACKSON,
GARY BERNARD
Male • 5’09” • 175 lbs
DOB: 05/09/1983
CHARGE: Motion to 
revoke injury child/ 
elderly/ disable with int 
bodily injury

BAILEY,
JOSEPH BLAKE
Male • 5’10” • 160 lbs
DOB: 09/30/1993
CHARGE: 
Aggravated robbery

KFOURY, PATRICK 
MICHAEL

Male • 5’09” • 168 lbs
DOB: 01/17/1983

CHARGE: Assault 
family/ household 

member with 
previous convictions

LEAL,
IVAN ANTONIO

Male • 5’06” • 165 lbs
DOB: 08/23/1987

CHARGE: Fraud use/ 
Possession of 
identifying info

NORRIS,
OTIS NELSON

Male • 5’11” • 145 lbs
DOB: 12/25/1968

CHARGE: Failure to 
appear motion to 

adjudicate aggravated 
assault with deadly 

weapon

VILLASENSOR,
OSCAR MIGUEL II

Male • 5’07” • 156 lbs
DOB: 12/17/1984

CHARGE: Motion to 
revoke intoxicated 
manslaughter with 

vehicle

LOMAS,
JEREMY SCOTT
Male • 5’11” • 155 lbs

DOB: 12/12/1991
CHARGE: Four 

charges of failure to 
appear/ delivery 

marijuana

The names listed have been released in accordance with the Texas Public Information Act. This is a true 
and accurate account as of Friday, February 12, 2016 at 1:30 pm and may not be current by the time it is 
read. Do not try to apprehend anyone. These are listings of criminal warrants with the Comal County 
Sheriff ’s Office and are not indicative of guilt or innocence.  Officers are to verify the status of each warrant 
prior to making an arrest. Any person is innocent of wrongdoing unless proven guilty in a court of law. 

FOR INFORMATION LEADING TO THE ARREST OF COMAL 
COUNTY’S MOST WANTED. Callers will remain anonymous. 
830.620.3400 - 24-Hour
830.620.3411 - Mon-Fri 8am to 5pm

CLARK,
CARL ANDREW
Male • 6’01” • 195 lbs
DOB: 08/27/1973
CHARGE: Motion to 
revoke/ bail jumping/ 
failure to appear

The Texas News Grinder with Mike Reynolds

Thanks to Our Underwriters: 

and our anonymous crowdfunders as well!

Listen Now at the 
iTunes Podcast Store!
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Last Saturday, Oma Gruene's Secret 
Garten and the TX Citizen co-hosted their 
annual chili cook-off fundraiser for the 
Keith Pevoto Fight Fund! 
    A panel of highly trained palates was 
assembled to judge the event, including 
those of Hector Martinez from Freiheit 
Country Store, Linsey Murker from 
Gourmage, Jim White from Underground 
Pizza, and noted gourmand and former 
mayor of our fair city, Stoney Williams. 
     Dana Schmidt brought home the gold 
medal honors, Chris Burns came in second, 
and Greg Gallagher placed third.
    Thanks to everyone who participated, 
and to Tracy and Paul for hosting another 
great event at the Garten!

A
R

O

U N D

A B O U
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i

1st

2nd

3rd

1528 E Common St | 830.608.9111

Massage | Waxing | Facials

10% o�
Any package over $100

Limit 1 per coupon, must present offer at time of booking, exp 3/31/2016

Greg Gallagher
Attorney at Law

8 O 8 . 2 8 3 . 3 1 5 5
Free Consultation!

DWI DEFENSE $1,5OO*
Expunctions $5OO*

*Excluding Filing Fees

LAWYER UPHalf-Off One Entree
with purchase of another entree and two drinks.

One coupon per table. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 3/31/16 

Huge Play Area for the Kids • Live Music Thursday-Sunday
Happy Hour Monday-Friday 3:00-6:30pm

830.629.0777 • 1724 Hunter Road, New Braunfels
TEX-MEX COCINA Y CANTINAWinner!
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We penetrate
10,000 of these:

52 TIMEs a year
THEY LIKE WHAT THEY SEE. 
MAKE SURE THEY SEE YOU.

ADVERTISE HERE
830.358.2493

Scalia Fallout
The death of Antonin Scalia is not particularly 
surprising in the grand scheme of things. He 
was 79 years old, after all, and apparently 
not in the best of health, but even though 
his death isn’t surprising, it will have a huge 
effect on the political scene. We’ve only just 
begun to see the likely upheaval to follow.

Thus far, the main thing that has happened 
has been a bit of end zone dancing by the 
more classless of the class warriors. I won’t 
forgive this entirely, but I would be kidding 
myself if I believed that some Republicans 
might not do the same if Notorious RGB 
should fall down a flight of stairs. I know 
I’d try to maintain a composed and somber 
demeanor if this should happen, but I can’t 
promise I wouldn’t break into a quick jig if 
HRC were struck by a bolt from the blue.

More important is the hypocrisy from 
both sides of the aisle with regards to Scalia’s 
replacement. Suddenly Republicans are far less 
concerned about keeping the court full than they 
are about ensuring Obama doesn’t get another 
shot at arranging the political mix of the court. 
Democrats have suddenly found the Constitution 
and are harping on allowing Obama his chance 
at history. Republicans have vowed to not even 
allow hearings on any potential nominee, and 
Democrats have insisted an up or down vote for 
any nominee. Perhaps most hypocritical of all 
is Obama’s stance, since he voted to filibuster 
any Bush nominee when he was part of the 
Democrat controlled Senate.

I’m sympathetic to the Republican concern 
that Obama might upset the current balance in 
the Supreme Court and create a liberal mindset 
that would allow for an unfettered expansion of 
the state not seen since FDR. That said, it seems 
premature to suggest that no nominees will even 
be considered. Obviously, this is well within the 
power of the Senate, but there are other options 
available to ensure that Obama does not create 
a hopelessly liberal Supreme Court. They could 
refuse hearings based on the unfavorability of 
the nominee, for example. They might allow for 
hearings and proceed to bloody the nominee 
to the extent that the person can’t get approved 
for a library card, much less the highest judicial 
office in the land. (This has been a favorite of 

Democrats. I’d suggest spending some real 
money on opposition research to be sure that 
any unsightly skeletons in the closet come out like 
Paul Lynde from Liberace’s wardrobe.) Last, but 
certainly not least, they could just filibuster the 
vote. Any of these options are better than saying 
no nominee will be considered sight unseen.

One reason for the Republican attitude 
is that they’re convinced that no Obama 
nominee will be even remotely acceptable. This 
has been more or less confirmed by Obama 
himself. When asked if his carefully worded 
language about the qualifications of a Supreme 
Court nominee meant that he would choose a 
moderate, Obama almost burst into laughter at 
the very thought. Obama has had seven years 
to show a moderate side, and he hasn’t yet. 
Republicans are right not to hold their breath.

If that were the only problem, though, 
there wouldn’t be any reason for the 
Republicans not to wait for Obama to throw 
the clay pigeon into the air before blasting 
away. The secondary problem Republicans 
face is the likelihood that some within their 
own ranks are hoping for the opportunity to 
place another big-government rubber stamp 
on the bench. Strangely, I’d put McConnell 
in this camp, but I think he’s sensitive to the 
possibility of being tarred and feathered by 
an clearly angry electorate. I think it’s this 
undercurrent in the body politic that’s caused 
him to be so strident, but there’s a whole year 
left; don’t be surprised if McConnell’s spine 
gets more flexible with time.

The saddest part in all this is that the 
argument that would be used by Republican 
turncoats would actually make for the 
appropriate way to confirm Supreme Court 
Justices if everyone followed it: any nominee 
who has shown a clear fidelity to the 
Constitution and legal precedent should be 
confirmed. In other words, the Supreme Court 
shouldn’t be politicized. Unfortunately, that 
ship sailed quite some time ago. As it stands, 
the Supreme Court is simply a partisan 
extension of the current political divide in the 
country. Neither side is prepared to blink for 
fear that the other will take advantage, so the 
Court is (mostly) predictably divided.

While this attitude is understandable, 
it doesn’t have an endgame. It would be 

possible to keep the Court balanced with a 
pick similar in temperament to Scalia, but 
what happens when other justices die? Will 
Republicans be willing to maintain the status 
quo by confirming a liberal to replace a 
liberal justice? I somehow doubt it. The last 
two liberal replacements have fallen under a 
Democratic president and senate. It’s difficult 
to accommodate this type of situation with 
people’s deaths. It seems much more likely that 
this situation will get worse instead of better.

This is one of those situations that I just 
don’t have a solution for, but like this year’s 
election, I expect it to be interesting to watch. 
I predict that Obama will use his first pick to 
troll the Republicans. Prepare for someone that 
will be completely unacceptable and create as 
much strife as possible. A likely second pick 
will be one that is slightly less unacceptable, 
but also as politically damaging as possible 
to reject, perhaps an openly gay justice. 
Both of these at the same time might make 
an acceptable first choice, but I can’t imagine 
Obama giving up the chance to cause the 
Republicans to go completely apoplectic.

It’s actually possible here that a Trump 
presidency would create an unexpected 
solution to this problem. Trump has shown 
himself to be something other than the 
traditional conservative candidate, but at the 
same time has managed to mobilize much 
of the conservative base of the Republican 
party. He might be able to justify Supreme 
Court picks based on something other than 
simple political ideology. He might also be 
brazen enough to stand up to the Court in 
the case of decisions he was strongly against. 
Some might gasp at the idea of defying the 
Court, but it is probably past time that they 
were reminded that they are only one of three 
branches of government. It’s one thing to 
complain about legislation coming from the 
courts, but there is a simple way to stop it, and 
that’s to ignore them while legislating carefully 
around their complaints. The Supreme Court 
is notably lacking an enforcement arm.
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