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Semi-Automatic for 
the People
On November 5, local 
boy ##### ####### 
###### made national 
headlines the way psychos 
do these days, by walking into 
a school movie theater church and 
opening fire. We’re not printing his name 
because #### him. 

We learned one important lesson from 
that tragedy, and that’s that in 2013, one 
could be investigated for sexual assault in 
Comal County and get that case ignored 
by moving to Colorado. Not only would 
former Sheriff Bob Holder’s office not 
contact law enforcement in Colorado to 
let them know, “Hey, you have one of our 
maybe-rapists up there”, there wouldn’t be 
any follow up once one returned to Comal 
County, freeing one up to murder a bunch 
of people in a church in 2017. 

How and why that ball got dropped 
is a developing story. What is already 
settled is that this shooting has the Left 
and Right up to their same antics when it 
comes to gun rights. It’s a discussion worth 
having, but only after flawed arguments 
are eliminated from the conversation. 
Fortunately, First Word is here to at once 
simplify and complicate the discussion 
though the application of something 
everybody hates: Reason. 

As events dictate, we’re going to 
start covering firearms issues, two topics 
at a time. We’re going to deconstruct 
one weak, random gun argument from 
each side of the debate, in the hopes 
that said arguments will be removed from 
future conversation, thereby ushering in 
a glorious era in which actual solutions 
can be proposed and implemented. In 
other words, we’re embarking upon an 
intellectual exercise that will be rejected 
outright by the public-at-large. 

LADIES 18K & STAINLESS ROLEX
WITH EMERALD & DIAMOND FACE

GIANT REVEL 29, 24 SPEED BIKE

XBOX ONE $199

LAPTOPS FROM $199

FENDER AMERICAN STRATOCASTER
82-85 YEAR MODEL

FENDER TWIN REVERB II

SCAR 16S 223/556 A/R

SUPPRESSORS FOR ANY CALIBER
FROM 22LR-300 BLACK OUT

Christmas Begins

at Freddy's!Christmas Begins

at Freddy's!

Across from the Post Office!

671 S Seguin Ave, 
New Braunfels, TX
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BE NICE!
YOU GET

MORE TOYS
THAT WAY!

BE NICE!
YOU GET

MORE TOYS
THAT WAY!

830.358.7200
180 W. Mill St. Ste 200
New Braunfels, Texas

(Across from McAdoo’s)

Our Newest Store!

512.842.3056
111 River Rd, #200-B,

Wimberley, Texas

830.620.4700
1714 Hunter Road

Gruene, Texas
(Next to Adobe Verde)

&

&
Fantastic Stocking Stuffers

Unique White Elephant Gifts
Speciality Toys 

from Around the World

WORD1ST
MIKE

REYNOLDS
WITHSemi-Automatic for 

the People
On November 5, local 
boy ##### ####### 
###### made national 
headlines the way psychos 
do these days, by walking into 
a school movie theater church and 
opening fire. We’re not printing his name 
because #### him. 

We learned one important lesson from 
that tragedy, and that’s that in 2013, one 
could be investigated for sexual assault in 
Comal County and get that case ignored 
by moving to Colorado. Not only would 
former Sheriff Bob Holder’s office not 
contact law enforcement in Colorado to 
let them know, “Hey, you have one of our 
maybe-rapists up there”, there wouldn’t be 
any follow up once one returned to Comal 
County, freeing one up to murder a bunch 
of people in a church in 2017. 

How and why that ball got dropped 
is a developing story. What is already 
settled is that this shooting has the Left 
and Right up to their same antics when it 
comes to gun rights. It’s a discussion worth 
having, but only after flawed arguments 
are eliminated from the conversation. 
Fortunately, First Word is here to at once 
simplify and complicate the discussion 
though the application of something 
everybody hates: Reason. 

As events dictate, we’re going to 
start covering firearms issues, two topics 
at a time. We’re going to deconstruct 
one weak, random gun argument from 
each side of the debate, in the hopes 
that said arguments will be removed from 
future conversation, thereby ushering in 
a glorious era in which actual solutions 
can be proposed and implemented. In 
other words, we’re embarking upon an 
intellectual exercise that will be rejected 
outright by the public-at-large. 

Random Weak Gun 
Argument from 
the Left 
“Hey, gun nuts. You’re not 
going to be able to fight 

the US armed forces. Look 
at Ruby Ridge and Waco.” 
That’s actually true, as far 

as it goes, but it doesn’t go far enough, 
because we live in 2017, Waco and Idaho 
happened a generation ago, and shots 
need not be fired to hold off the Feds. 

We’ve seen the Bundy family pull off two, 
count ‘em, TWO, armed standoffs with the 
federal government over the past few years, 
on government property, no less, with many 
of the people involved getting away with it. 
Wealthy, organized white men with guns 
can clearly do whatever they want, at least 
in the short term, and this is where the Left’s 
argument falls apart. Important: Do not 
take on the federal government while 
black, brown and/or not organized 
and wealthy. It will end differently.  

The Bundy’s wound up alive rather 
than dead because the government 
doesn’t want Anderson Cooper running 
40 different cell phone videos of the 
bloodbath. There may come a time when 
it does, but for now, the armed forces can 
indeed be held off, perhaps indefinitely, 
by a sufficiently equipped group of rich 
Mormon cowboys. I suspect they’ll bring 
more than three week’s worth of funeral 
potatoes and Fresca next time. 

To our friends on the Left, we submit 
this dismaying observation: Before you 
again say that it’s ridiculous to even 
consider it necessary to fight the Feds, (and 
the odds are good you’ve said that many 
times), we’re betting that, given our current 
place in history, you could come up with a 
scenario where you might feel compelled 
to. We’ll give you three seconds to consider 
the present White House situation. 

          Continued on page 4. 

Get wrapped up
    in a good book!Get wrapped up
    in a good book!

830.387.4837
In Gruene Lake Village

check out our event calendar at 
www.thepurplechairnb.com
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    Continued from page 3. 

Doesn’t seem quite as crazy anymore, 
does it?  

DOES IT? 
On this argument, the point goes to the 

Right. Liberals, please remove it from your 
rhetorical arsenal. 
 
Random Weak Gun 
Argument from the Right 
“Background checks don’t work.” 

Got this one straight out of Cheryl 
K. Chumley’s column in the November 8 
Washington Times. While on the topic of the 
church shooting, she addressed US Rep Ted 
Lieu’s (D-CA) call for universal background 
checks:  

“If anything, (name withheld because 
#### him)’s murderous rampage shows 
background checks are prone to error. 

“If anything, the takeaway should be 
— once again — this: Humans, not guns, 
are responsible for shooting deaths. The 
condition of the human heart, the human 
mind, are what’s to blame. And you can’t 
legislate away crazy.” 

1) Chumley really did start two 
consecutive sentences with “If anything…”. 

2) Background checks are, like 
everything else in the entire world, subject to 
error. Which is why we have more than one 
level of security on anything requiring it. 

That bears repeating. Background 
checks are, like everything else in the 
entire world, subject to error. Which is 
why we have more than one level of 
security on anything requiring it. 

Sooner or later, everything fails. 
Everything. Refusal to acknowledge this is 
why the dinosaurs were able to take over that 
amusement park back in ‘93. Jeff Goldblum 
knew that right off the bat. Which is why 
we have more than one level of security on 
anything requiring it. 

We can’t stop poisonings, yet we 
package drugs and many foods in tamper-
proof vessels to back-up the general security 
of cameras and store employees all over 
the place. Sure, the tamper-proofing can 
be defeated, but are you comfortable with 
rolling back that practice? 

 We can’t stop car theft, yet we lock 
our cars. We take the ignition keys. We 
have alarms on them in case the locks aren’t 
enough to stop somebody from trying to 
force their way in or maybe pull them away 
on a tow truck. 

We can’t stop burglary, yet we lock our 
homes and businesses. We take the keys. 
We have low-tech dog alarms and high-tech 
electronic alarms and security cameras in 
case somebody prefers to come in through 
the flippin’ doggie door. Doors and windows 
are often alarmed, but those alarms won’t 
sound in the unlikely, but possible, event that 
the culprit comes in through the drywall or 
up through the floor. That doesn’t mean we 
ditch the rest of the equipment. It means we 
install motion detectors if criminals are willing 
to make that kind of effort. 

We certainly can’t stop terrorism, yet we 
check bags, restrict access to boarding areas 
to passengers only, employ bomb-sniffing 
dogs & federal air marshals, and insist every 
commercial passenger airplane in 
America has a lockable cockpit door. To 

paraphrase the Times, “Humans, not open 
cockpits, are responsible for hijackings. 
The condition of the human heart, the 
human mind, are what’s to blame. And 
you can’t legislate away crazy.” 

We “legislated” those locks on cockpit 
doors. We can’t prove, or even estimate, 
how many hijackings have been prevented 
because of them, yet only a fool would 
suggest repealing the rule. 

The idea of every additional level 
of security is to catch the risk that slipped 
through the last one. Security is like a series 
of filters, each straining out finer and finer 
dangers – or, in our case, more and more 
sophisticated murderers. No single level of 
security is intended to operate on its own. 

So stop saying mass shootings can’t be 
stopped. Nobody expects them to be. The 
idea is to make it harder for any single criminal 
to act. That buys the rest of us time to perhaps 
identify and catch them somewhere along the 
way, or, at the very least, minimize the body 
count, which is a legit reason in its own right. 

The point goes to the Left on this one. 
As for the Right, it’s time to abandon the 
argument that since universal background 
checks won’t work all the time, every time, 
that they therefore shouldn’t be implemented. 
You are certainly free to oppose them on 
other grounds, but you’ll need to bring a 
different set of reasons to the table. 

Your comments are welcome at  
mike@txcitizen.com.

\m/

Mike Reynolds 
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief 

118 Common St.    830.387.4466

STOP BY
FOR A BIG,JUICY BURGER!

OPEN
Mon-Sat
11 to 8

NOW OPEN
SUNDAYS

Karaoke
Thursday & Sunday

DJs
Wednesday,

Friday, Saturday

931 IH 35 Business, #200
NEW BRAUNFELS, TX 78130

830-387-4269
Monday-Thursday

9am - 1pm
2:30pm - 6pm

Friday & Saturday
9am - 1pm

Sunday: Closed

NOAPPOINTMENTS
INSURANCE NEEDED

OPEN EVENINGS & WEEKENDS

*Offer valued at $39. Valid for new patients only. Restrictions may 
apply to Medicare eligible patients. Individual results may vary.
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STALK us
GO AHEAD...
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BRAZENLY SPONSORED BY

SATURDAY,  JANUARY 20 NOON-MID

KICK-OFF PARTY FRIDAY NIGHT!

WURSTPLEX
W I N T E R  J A M

WURSTPLEX
W I N T E R  J A M

6th Annual

ONLY $10 A TICKET! SOLD AT THE DOOR

gregersen
family
chiropractic



14 TX CITIZEN 6 AD SALES 830.351.8511 TXCITIZEN.COM   7

B r u n c h  |  L u n c h  |  D i n n e r  |  L a t e  N i g h t
www.downtownernb.com

est.

Due Process
WITH NICK ROGERS

Can Ban Update: 
Supreme Court Brief 
Because New Braunfels’ cooler and 
disposable ordinances are criminal in nature, 
the City argues that the Texas Supreme Court 
lacks jurisdiction to hear the case. 

In a brief filed before the Supreme Court, 
the City contends that, “The Texas Supreme 
Court does not have jurisdiction to consider 
the Petition for Review. The Court of Appeals 
reached the right result on the merits and its 
legal analysis is sound and should stand as the 
correct statement of Texas law. “ 

A district court in New Braunfels originally 
ruled the ordinances unconstitutionally vague, 
leaving too much to the discretion of the 
enforcing officer. 

The City appealed the ruling to the Third 
Court of Appeals, who ruled in favor of New 
Braunfels that a civil court lacks jurisdiction 
over criminal matters. The Third Court did not 
make a ruling concerning the constitutional 
issues of the ordinances. 

The variety of river outfitters who brought 
the original suit appealed the Third Court’s 
decision to the Supreme Court, arguing 
that the ruling keeps interested parties from 
seeking legal relief from ordinances they 
may deem damaging and unconstitutional. 
Indeed, the ruling creates a situation whereby 
the ordinances could only be challenged by 
someone who was first prosecuted. 

In its filing to the Supreme Court, the 
City keeps with the jurisdictional arguments, 
insisting the high court lacks oversight of 
criminal cases (which is the domain of the 
Court of Criminal Appeals). By hearing the 
case, the Supreme Court would countermand 
the Third Court’s ruling. 

However, the Supreme Court does have 
jurisdiction in cases where constitutionality and 
legal clarity are in doubt. Much in this case, 
then, depends on how the Court will define 
whether the outfitters have a vested property 
right to the goods they sell to tourists who tube 
within the City limits. 

Part of the City’s main thrust in its 
jurisdictional argument is that while there 

are certain scenarios when a civil court can 
intervene in a criminal case (known as court 
of equity), New Braunfels insists that the suit 
against the ordinances do not meet the legal 
criteria for involvement of a court of equity. 

The City argues in its brief, as it did to the 
Third Court of Appeals, that the ordinances 
do not prohibit the sale of banned items and 
there is no threat that any of the outfitters 
would be held criminally liable for those items: 
“The Petitioners are not claimants and cannot 
be prosecuted under the ordinances for their 
trade in coolers or disposable containers.” 

As well, the City continues that for 
the Supreme Court to even hear the case, 
“the  businesses would have to demonstrate 
that the ordinances’ enforcement against 
their customers has irreparably injured the 
businesses’ vested property rights. The 
Petitioners cannot meet this standard because 
they have not shown the degree of economic 
injury deemed significant.” 

In fact, the City notes, that “any and 
all of the inventory of the river outfitters and 
other businesses has remained available for 
sale at all times to any customer.” However, 
it should be noted, that the ordinances were 
enforced for only one tourist season and 
were halted as the case laid for two years in 
the appeals court. 

Finally, the City argues that the businesses 
do not have personal rights endangered by the 
ordinances. “The personal rights belong to the 
general public,” the City claims. “The subject 
ordinances are limited to prohibiting any 
person from taking certain items on the Comal 
and Guadalupe Rivers within the City of New 
Braunfels city limits, regardless of whether 
the items were purchased or rented from 
Petitioners or any number of establishments 
within the city, or elsewhere.” 

 Contrarily, the outfitters maintain that 
the ordinances, while punitive to those of the 
public who violate the law, are also financially 
punitive to the businesses that sell those items  
deemed illegal to take into the rivers.   

Nick Rogers covers crime and courts for 
 the TX Citizen.CALL OR TEXT 210.480.2405 TODAY!

555 S. Castell St.
New Braunfels, TX
830-302-7675

It’s beginning to  smell
             a lot like Christmas!It’s beginning to  smell
             a lot like Christmas!
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YOUR LIVE MUSIC GUIDE

    12/7 - Highway Hypnosis
   12/15 - Texas Renegade
  12/21 - Austin English Band
12/29 - LC Rocks

   12/1 - Metalachi w/Clownvis Presley
  12/8 - Scott H Biram w/The Yawpers
 12/15 - Cameran Nelson
12/31 - New Year’s Eve Party
with Jason Boland & The Stragglers

loudly sponsored by

Fri 12.1 
 

Drew Moreland 
6:30pm 
 

The Strayhearts 
8pm 
  

Bandreu 
5pm 
Donovan Keith & the Funky Feat 
9pm 
 

Dale Watson 
w/ Big John Mills 
9pm 
 

Metalachi 
w/ Clownvis Presley 
8pm 
 

Electric Cowboys 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Casey Donahew Band 
8pm 
 Sat 12.2 
 

Trace Owen Jr 
6:30pm 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

Travis Green & The Chiefs 
9pm 
 

Fingerpistol 
9pm 
 

Kim & Her Bad Habits 
9pm 

Gruene Hall 
Beat Root Revival 
1pm 
Kelly Willis & Bruce Robison 
8pm 
 

Moonshine & Ale 
Rock & Roll Piano Sing Along 
8pm 
 Sun 12.3 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

Bucksnort Boogie Boys 
3pm 
Lucas Taylor 
7pm 
 

Geronimo VFW #8456 
Bob Appel 
3pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
The Peterson Brothers 
12pm 
Lyle Lovett 
8pm 
 

Mon 12.4 
 

Doug Kent Music 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Bret Graham 
6pm 
 Tues 12.5 
 

Reed Brothers 
8pm 
 

Troy Stone 
8pm 
 

Geronimo VFW #8456 
Tony Booth, Lorraine Chavana 
7pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Dallas Moore, Bo Porter 
6pm 
 

Wed 12.6 
 

Aaron Stephens 
8pm 
 

Open Mic w/ Billy Roy 
8:30pm 
 

Manzy Lowry 
9pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Mitch Webb & the Swindles 
6pm 
 Thu 12.7 
 

Highway Hypnosis 
8pm 
 

Aaron Stephens 
5pm 

are certain scenarios when a civil court can 
intervene in a criminal case (known as court 
of equity), New Braunfels insists that the suit 
against the ordinances do not meet the legal 
criteria for involvement of a court of equity. 

The City argues in its brief, as it did to the 
Third Court of Appeals, that the ordinances 
do not prohibit the sale of banned items and 
there is no threat that any of the outfitters 
would be held criminally liable for those items: 
“The Petitioners are not claimants and cannot 
be prosecuted under the ordinances for their 
trade in coolers or disposable containers.” 

As well, the City continues that for 
the Supreme Court to even hear the case, 
“the  businesses would have to demonstrate 
that the ordinances’ enforcement against 
their customers has irreparably injured the 
businesses’ vested property rights. The 
Petitioners cannot meet this standard because 
they have not shown the degree of economic 
injury deemed significant.” 

In fact, the City notes, that “any and 
all of the inventory of the river outfitters and 
other businesses has remained available for 
sale at all times to any customer.” However, 
it should be noted, that the ordinances were 
enforced for only one tourist season and 
were halted as the case laid for two years in 
the appeals court. 

Finally, the City argues that the businesses 
do not have personal rights endangered by the 
ordinances. “The personal rights belong to the 
general public,” the City claims. “The subject 
ordinances are limited to prohibiting any 
person from taking certain items on the Comal 
and Guadalupe Rivers within the City of New 
Braunfels city limits, regardless of whether 
the items were purchased or rented from 
Petitioners or any number of establishments 
within the city, or elsewhere.” 

 Contrarily, the outfitters maintain that 
the ordinances, while punitive to those of the 
public who violate the law, are also financially 
punitive to the businesses that sell those items  
deemed illegal to take into the rivers.   

Nick Rogers covers crime and courts for 
 the TX Citizen.
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Audrey Oliver 
8pm 
 

Waitin’ on Hayden 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Josh Abbott, William Clark Green 
8pm 
 

Moonshine & Ale 
Live Band Karaoke 
8pm 
 

Vino en Verde 
Brett Cline 
8pm 
 Fri 12.8 
 

Don Reilly 
6:30pm 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

Junior Nash 
6pm 
Caleb & the Homegrown 
Tomatoes 
9pm 
 

Mark Jungers 
6pm 
Billy Joe Shaver 
9pm 
 

Scott H Biram 
w/ The Yawpers 
8pm 
 

Texas Tone Rangers 
8pm  

Gruene Hall 
The Georges 
9pm 
 

Moonshine & Ale 
Rock & Roll Piano Sing Along 
8pm 
 Sat 12.9 
 

Bru’s Tunes 
6:30pm 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

Poor J Brown 
w/ Austin Gilliam 
9pm 
 

The Beaumonts 
9pm 
 

Rick Reyna Band 
9pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Hot Texas Swing Band 
1pm 
Charlie Robison 
8pm 
 

Moonshine & Ale 
Rock & Roll Piano Sing Along 
8pm 
 Sun 12.10 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

All Mixed Up 
3pm 
Lucas Taylor 
7pm 
 

Geronimo VFW #8456 
Sam Bently 
3pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Bret Graham 
12pm 
Jeff Plankenhorn, Jaimee 
Harris 
4pm 
 

Mon 12.11 
 

Gruene Hall 
Bret Graham 
6pm 
 

Tue 12.12 
 

Austin Gilliam 
8pm 
 

Troy Stone 
8pm 
 

Geronimo VFW #8456 
Jam Session 
3pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Josh Grider, Drew Kennedy 
6pm 
 

Wed 12.13 
 

Aaron Stephens 
8pm 
 

Open Mic w/ Billy Roy 
8:30pm 
 

Kayla Ray 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Tom Gilliam & the Kosmic 
Messengers 
6pm 
 

Thu 12.14 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

Carlos the Tall 
5pm 
 

Poppy Fields 
8pm 
 

Broken DuckFeet 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Aaron Einhouse Band 
6pm 
 

Moonshine & Ale 
Live Band Karaoke 
8pm 
 

Vino en Verde 
Brett Cline 
8pm 
 

Fri 12.15 
 

Tony Taylor 
6:30pm 
 

Texas Renegade 
8pm 
 

Larry Dial 
5pm 
Rochelle & the Sidewinders 
8:30pm 
 

Pepper’s Blues 
6pm 
David Touchton 
9pm 

New Braunfels’ Largest 
Air-Conditioned Dance Hall 

Now Non-Smoking 

Sat, Dec 16th  9pm-1am 
Ugly Christmas  

Sweater Contest 
$50 Bar Tab to Winner, 

Free Food While It Lasts & 
Live Country and Blues by 

J.Abram 
 

Open Christmas Eve 
Closed Christmas Day 

 

New Years’ Eve 2018 
Knotty Grove 

$10 Cover - Champagne, Party 
Goods & Great Classic Rock 

 

NFL SUNDAYS  
Football, Happy Hour & Food! 

 

MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL 
$11 Buckets till 11pm 

 

$4 TEQUILA TUESDAY with 
THAT KARAOKE CHICK 

Karaoke @ 8:00pm 
 

$4 WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS 
All Day Free Pool & Jukebox 

 

$2 THURDAY THROWDOWN 
LIVE MUSIC 8-11 

$2 Select Longnecks, 
Well Drinks, Fireball & Shots 

 

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 
Live Music & Dancing 

Great People, Great Music 
& Lots To Do 

Pool, Shuffleboard,  
Ping Pong, Video Games, 
Darts, Internet Jukebox 

& Plenty of Dancing Room 
1390 McQueeney Rd, New Braunfels 

830-625-0045 or wateringholesaloon.com 
Watering Hole Saloon & Dancehall on FB 
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Cameran Nelson 
8pm 
 
Watering Hole Saloon 
3 Man Front 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Ray Wylie Hubbard 
8pm 
 

Moonshine & Ale 
Rock & Roll Piano Sing Along 
8pm 
 

Sat 12.16 
 

Trace Owen Jr  
6:30pm 
 

Blake Torrey 
8pm 
 

Broseph 
9pm 
 

Red Shahan 
9pm 
 

Mothership 
8pm 
 

J Abram 
9pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Landry & Company 
1pm 
Bob Schneider 
8pm 
 

Moonshine & Ale 
Rock & Roll Piano Sing Along 
8pm 

Sun 12.17 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

All Mixed Up 
3pm 
Lucas Taylor 
7pm 
 

Geronimo VFW #8456 
Charles & the Fabulous Four 
3pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Tish Hinojosa 
12pm 
Kirk Family 
4pm 
 

Mon 12.18 
 

Gruene Hall 
Bret Graham 
7pm 
 

Tue 12.19 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

Troy Stone 
8pm 
 

Comal Country Music 
Show 

KC Hall 
Trey & Hayden Eppes, Denise 
Steele, Loren Scudder 
7:30pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Two Tons of Steel 
6pm 
 

Wed 12.20 
 

Aaron Stephens 
8pm 

 

Open Mic w/ Billy Roy 
8:30pm 
 

Mike Ethan Messick 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
The Georges 
6pm 
 

Thu 12.21 
 

Austin English Band 
8pm 
 

Shawn Hart 
5pm 
 

Isaac Jacob 
8pm 
 

Emmerson Biggins 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Aaron Watson 
8pm 
 

Moonshine & Ale 
Live Band Karaoke 
8pm 
 

Vino en Verde 
Brett Cline 
8pm 
 

Fri 12.22 
 

Christian Sparks 
6:30pm 
 

TBA 
8pm 

 

Junior Nash 
5pm 
The Mismatch 
8:30pm 
 

Texas T & the Shinerunners 
9pm 
 

The Craze 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Aaron Watson 
8pm 
 

Moonshine & Ale 
Rock & Roll Piano Sing Along 
8pm 
 

Sat 12.23 
 

JJ Garrett Duo 
6:30pm 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

Folk Family Revival 
w/ The Ryan Quiet Experience 
9pm 
 

TBA 
9pm 
 

DJ 
9pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Bo Phillips Band 
1pm 
Aaron Watson 
9pm 
 

PHOENIX

SALOON

DEC
EVENTS

Friday 12/1 
Donovan Keith & the Funky Feat   

9pm

Saturday 12/2
Travis Green & The Chiefs   9pm

Friday 12/8 
Caleb & The Homegrown 

Tomatoes   9pm

Saturday 12/9
Poor J Brown w/Austin Gilliam   

9pm

Friday 12/15
Rochelle & the Sidewinders   

8:30pm

Saturday 12/16
Broseph   9pm

Friday 12/22
The Mismatch   8:30pm

Saturday 12/23
Folk Family Revival

w/The Ryan Quiet Experience
9pm

Friday 12/29
Kori Free & the Groove Hounds   

9pm

Saturday 12/30
The Georges   9pm

Sunday NYE
Dancetastic New Year’s Eve

Extravaganza   8pm 
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Moonshine & Ale 
Rock & Roll Piano Sing Along 
8pm 
 Sun 12.24 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

TBA 
7pm 
 

Tue 12.26 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

Troy Stone 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Two Tons of Steel 
8pm 
 

Wed 12.27 
 

Aaron Stephens 
8pm 
 

Open Mic w/ Billy Roy 
8:30pm 
 

TBA 
9pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Adam Johnson 
6pm 
 

Thu 12.28 
 

TBA 
8pm 

 

JR Wetz 
5pm 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

Meyer Anderson Band 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Don Leady & the Tailgators 
1pm 
Granger Smith 
8pm 
 

Vino en Verde 
Brett Cline 
8pm 
 

Fri 12.29 
 

Tony Taylor 
6:30pm 
 

LC Rocks 
8pm 
 

Bandreu 
5pm 
Kori Free & the Groove Hounds 
9pm 
 

Roy Heinrich 
6pm 
Jason Eady 
9pm 
 

DJ 
9pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Billy Bacon & the Forbidden Pigs 
1pm 
Pat Green 
8pm 

Sat 12.30 
 

Bru’s Tunes 
6:30pm 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

The Georges 
9pm 
 

Jake Penrod 
9pm 
 

DJ 
9pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Flat Top Jones 
1pm 
Roger Creager 
9pm 
 

Sun 12.31 
 

TBA 
8pm 

Dancetastic New Year’s Eve 
Extravaganza 
8pm 
 

Jason Boland & the Stragglers 
8pm 
 

Knotty Grove 
8pm 
 

Geronimo VFW #8456 
Glen Collins & Alibi 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Houston Marchman 
1pm 
Shinyribs 
8pm 

Happy Cow 
South Texas 
5pm

Trivia
Wednesday Nights 

DJ
Friday Nights 

Karaoke
Thursdays, Sundays 

DJ 
Wednesdays, Fridays, 

Saturdays

Karaoke 
Thursday Nights

Karaoke
Tuesday with

That Karaoke Chick

diversions

Friday 12/1
Dale Watson w/Big John Mills   9pm

Saturday 12/2
Fingerpistol   9pm
Friday 12/8

Billy Joe Shaver   9pm
Saturday 12/9
The Beaumonts   9pm
Friday 12/15

David Touchton   9pm
Saturday 12/16

Red Shahan   9pm
Friday 12/22

Texas T & the Shinerunners   9pm
Friday 12/29

Jason Eady   9pm
Saturday 12/30

Jake Penrod   9pm

www.rileystavern.com TAVERN

SINCE
1933

Texas' First Bar After Prohibition!
8894 FM1102, New Braunfels, TX 

Carol Cochran

& Big Star Productions

DJ & KARAOKE!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Making your event an
occasion since 2004!

www.carol--cochran.com

Carol Cochran

& Big Star Productions

DJ & KARAOKE!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Making your event an
occasion since 2004!

www.carol--cochran.com
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Freeman
on Sports
Freeman
on Sports WITH BRANT FREEMANWITH BRANT FREEMAN

I’ve always been fascinated with why people 
hate “getting old”. At the sake of sounding 
like a struggling stand-up comic in the 80s, 
no one “gets young”, you *are* young until 
you’re not. But what is that threshold? At what 
point to people not consider themselves young 
anymore? 30? 40? It has to be relevant given 
certain situations. 30 is too young to retire (don’t 
@ me you overachievers) but too old to be 
hanging up posters of your favorite athletes in 
your room (allegedly). 50 is too old to be going 
to raves (assuming those are a thing anymore) 
but too young to “leave this earth”.   

This leaves me to believe there’s a single 
moment in our lives when we decide: Dude. I’m 
not young anymore, bro. For a lot of people, 
this probably comes down to something 
physical: your back hurts all the time, you 
can’t defeat your kid in a game of one-on-one 
anymore, you sweat when you play video 
games, etc. More than half of my thirties are 
over and I’m struggling with whether or not my 
“moment” has come. I still enjoy things I did 
when I was young, such as playing old NES 
games, eating Froot Loops, trying to get a ball 
in a cup and the like.  

But some of life’s pleasures just aren’t as 
appealing to me anymore, namely fantasy 
football. It’s entirely possible this is because I’ve 
done terribly this season (note: NO ONE cares 
about your or my fantasy team), but I’m just not 
as in to it as I was in my 20s. I used to get the 
magazines, spend hours poring over data prior 
to a draft, read the advice columns throughout 
the week, watch the fantasy shows on Sunday 
morning, all in an effort for that sweet, sweet 
glory of winning an imaginary game. 

Now? I’m lucky if I set a lineup that 
doesn’t include Peyton Manning. My “draft 
prep” consisted of a sheet of notebook paper 
that read “draft Titans players” (disclosure: 
this was not great advice). So as I sit here and 
look at my terrible records in the two leagues 
I play in (4-8 and 2-10) and realize that it 
really doesn’t bother me that much, I wonder: 
Is this *my* moment?  

While you ponder your own, here’s the 
month of November in review and we’re 
sticking to football:  

NFL: Every month I either make fun of 
the Texans or praise them and something awful 
happens. I pointed and laughed after a terrible 
start in September, and the following Sunday, 
Houston hung up 57 on Tennessee. Fast 
forward a month, and along with praising the 
Houston Astros on their World Championship, 
I noted just how awesome Deshaun Watson 
was and how star power across the board in 
Houston sports were set for years to come.  

A week later, Watson tears his ACL in 
practice. 

It’s my promise to you, Texan fan, that 
I’ll refrain from writing about them for the 
foreseeable future, although that’s an easy 
decision, since well, (looks at Tom Savage), 
YOU KNOW.  

What’s really crummy is that the rest of the 
season is a lost season for Houston, with no 
pot of gold awaiting in the draft as the Texans 
traded away both their first and second round 
picks to Cleveland. If there’s any silver lining, 
just be happy in knowing the Browns will screw 
up those picks with absolute certainty.  

As for November for the Dallas Cowboys, 
could it have gone any worse? A 1-3 record 
(not counting Dallas’ game vs Washington on 
Nov 30), a grand total of 23 points scored 
in a three-game losing streak coinciding with 
the six-game suspension handed down to 
running back Ezekiel Elliott whose absence 
has made Cowboys fans yearn for the glory 
days of Quincy Carter. Meanwhile, the rival 
Philadelphia Eagles, looking like the best 
team in football, handed the Cowboys a 37-9 
thrashing on SNF and days later, Dallas was 
smoked again by the Chargers, also at home 
and on Thanksgiving Day. 

Oh, and the entire Elliott fiasco has somehow 
brought out the worst of Jerry Jones (did anyone 
think that was possible?) who has actually made 
people sympathize with freaking Roger Goodell 
(did anyone think THAT was possible?). 

Until next month, stay young… (fires up 
Super Mario Bros.) 

Brant Freeman is a seasoned local sportscaster, 
delivering the goods as a reporter for major pro 
and collegiate sporting events in the greater San 
Antonio area for over a decade.

X
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 Brazenly Presented by: 

This ain’t no Fantasy league!

make your picks at

LEAGUE STANDINGS
ON SEASON

First Place - The Downtowner 
@ 51% Accuracy

Second Place - The Watering Hole @ 50% Accuracy
Third Place – Lone Star Lounge @ 33% Accuracy

SEASON LEADERS
First Place: Sam Gutierrez 

@ The Watering Hole - 60% Accuracy
Second Place: Holly Allen @ The Watering Hole - 47% Accuracy

Third Place - TIE: Tatum Deleon @ The Watering Hole 
& Sean Wertens @ The Downtowner - 42% Accuracy
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When I was a wee lad, I got some weird Christmas stockings. While other kids got Transformers 
robots and Hot Wheels cars and Wham-O Super Balls in traditional Santa-style footwear, I got 
one-gallon jugs of blueberry shampoo, little tins of Band-Aids, and painful, authentic wooden 
shoes stuffed inside of one leg’s worth of pantyhose. Now stop reading and let that one sink 
in for a minute.

While assembling my kid’s stocking for this year I got to thinking about what makes a 
stocking rock. Then I went downtown to Got Toys, and then to Got Toys in Gruene, and then 
over to Got Toys in Wimberley, and bought some pretty sweet stuff that any ten year-old boy 
worth his salt would be pleased as Punch to pull out of a big red sock (or half a pair of fishnets, 
which I am indeed considering).

1. Extreme Base Jumper Parachute Guy: Best fired from a slingshot or other 
device, but just as fun if simply thrown into the air, Parachute Guy is good for hours of amusement. 
This one is super-high quality, with a heavy plastic Guy and nylon ‘chute, and way better than 
the ones we had as kids - which were only good for two or three “jumps” before the cheap 
plastic parachute basically dissolved. This one will last a human lifetime, or until it gets stuck in 
your neighbor’s tree, at which time, well, as Jack Handy would tell you, it’s just gone, man.

2. Drinking Bird: These things are nothing short of awesome. You set a glass of 
water down in front of the bird, warm up his belly in the palm of your hand, and watch him go 
to work. When I was a kid in the SoCal you’d have to drive to Tijuana or its less-likely-to-get-
murdered-at twin sister, Olvera Street in Los Angeles, to get your hands on one of these. I don’t 
know if it’ll work with liquor, but rest assured, 2017 is the year we find out.

3. Candy Cigarettes: These politically-incorrect treats are illegal in California and 
New York, which is reason enough to give them to your little Texan.

4. Slinky: Just like Grandma, it tumbles down stairs when given the slightest nudge, and 
there should be no doubt that every American kid needs one. According to the Slinky jingle, 
girls like them too. Go figure.

5. Inflatable Cthulhu Beard: While Great Cthulhu sleeps, well-read kids can 
await the call of their favorite nightmare fuel with this handsome blow-up plastic beard. As they 
say, “Ph’nglui mglw’nafh Cthulhu R’lyeh wgah’nagl fhtagn”, and really, you can’t expect much 
more than that for the time being.

6. Bird Call: I remember thinking these things were awesome. You turn the plunger-
thing and it chirps like a real bird. It’s crazy. But it doesn’t take long before “real bird” starts 
feel like “nails on chalkboard”, so maybe it’s best not to give one to your own kid. I’m sending 
this unit to a nephew. It’s for the best.

7. Bacon: Sometime over the last few years, the very idea of bacon has become some 
kind of homo-erotic bonding agent amongst meat-eating hipsters. Your kid will scoff at this 
honey-bacon pop, giving you a prime opportunity to make off with it as they heap scorn upon 
your candy selection skills. You, on the other hand, will thoroughly enjoy the salty/sweet result 
of a honey bee’s contribution and a pig’s last full measure of commitment.

And with that, my work is done. Have a swell Christmas, everybody.

Get Your Stockings Stuffed
Real Good at Got Toys

Get Your Stockings Stuffed
Real Good at Got Toys
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830.627.4403
Located in Gruene Lake Village

MENTION THIS AD FOR

10% OFF!
MENTION THIS AD FOR

10% OFF!

buy one entree and 
TWO beverages & 

receive 2nd entree of 
equal or lesser value

FREE
Up to $12.95, Monday-Friday.  Expires 1/14/18.

Limit one coupon per table per visit.

2006 Stockdale Hwy
Seguin, TX 78155

830.379.0000

N EW B R A UNFELS ’
# 1  S P OT

FOR  D I N N ER  
&  A  S HOW !

606 S Walnut Ave #110,  
New Braunfels,  TX 78130

(830)  625-2628
www.bonzainewbraunfels.com

234 8  G ru e ne  L a ke  D r.  Su i t e  B in the Vi l lage  • 8 30 . 6 4 3 . 13 09

Single Origin              
Espresso & Brews Handcrafted BlendsHandcrafted Blends

Whole Bean Coffee PastriesPastries
smoothies, teas, & iced coffees

Free �-FiFree �-FiFree �-Fi

Weekdays
6:30 - 6:30pm

Weekends
7:30 - 6:30pm

     Double
     Winner!      

     Double
     Winner!      

Congratulations
to Oil Field Chili 

on their blue ribbon finish at the first 
annual Watering Hole Chili Cook-Off!A

R
O

U N D
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Ronald Sodders, Deceased, 
were issued on November 29, 2017, in Cause 
No. 2017PCA0437, pending in the County Court at Law 
of Comal County, Texas, to: Debbie Sodders.
       All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to present 
them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. 
      DATED the 29th day of November, 2017.

Frank B. Suhr 
State Bar No.: 19466300 

473 S. Seguin Ave, Ste. 100, New Braunfels, TX 78130 
Tel: (830) 625-4345 I Fax: (830) 606-4511 

Attorney for Debbie Sodders 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate of Dudley M. Hair, Deceased, were issued 
on November 29, 2017, in Cause No. 2017PCA0438, 
pending in the County Court at Law of Comal County, 
Texas, to: Florence Darlene Hair. 
       All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to present 
them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law. 
      DATED the 29th day of November, 2017.

Frank B. Suhr 
State Bar No.: 19466300 

473 S. Seguin Ave, Ste. 100, New Braunfels, TX 78130 
Tel: (830) 625-4345 I Fax: (830) 606-4511 

Attorney for Florence Darlene Hair

Step 1: Fill out your
Wish List in store!
Step 2: Send family &
friends to buy you
stuff from your list!
Step 3: Enjoy your
presents !

ChildsPlayGames.com
Mon - Wed 6pm-10pm 

Closed Thurs  Fri 6pm-11pm 
Sat Noon-10pm  Sun 1-8pm

540 S. Castell Ave

Tibetan Medicinal Foot Soaks
Common Conditions Relieved

by Foot Soaks Include:
     ● Peripheral Neuropathy
     ● Diabetic Neuropathy
     ● Plantar Fasciitis
     ● Cold Hands/Feet
     ● Inflammation/Pain
     ● Arthritis Pain
     ● Headaches
     ● Fertility
     ● Menstrual Issues
     ● Digestive Issues

Featuring high quality, Imperial 
grade herbs from Tibet and China.
Direct from the farms to the clinic.

Call to Schedule a Free Consultation!
830.822.6315

We Are Now Offering

830.625.2420 • 1617 BUSINESS 35 S.
GUADACOMA@NBTX.COM

 

GUADA • COMA

 

GUADA • COMA

$
85 Heating System

   Inspection Special!
Don’t let the cold
      catch you!
Don’t let the cold
      catch you!
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Fusion GPS and Russian 
Collusion 
The latest “lock her up” hysterics are 
focused on Hillary Clinton’s involvement 
in the Uranium One scandal, but I think 
pundits are missing out on some prime 
hypocrisy real estate with Fusion GPS. 
We recently learned that the opposition 
research that generated the now infamous 
Russian dossier was paid for by the DNC 
and the Clinton Campaign. Thus far, major 
players are scurrying for the corners and 
claiming ignorance of the hiring, but that 
just doesn’t hold water. Low-level staffers 
don’t sign off on millions of dollars of 
payments without some sort of oversight. 
Someone knew something, and we should 
definitely pursue it to its logical conclusion. 

Beyond the hyperbolic rhetoric calling 
for an orange jumpsuit-fitting party tied to 
the overt hypocrisy of Democrats are some 
very real charges that might be filed. It is, 
after all, illegal to spend campaign funds 
without keeping a record of what those 
funds were used for. There isn’t a loophole 
for operations that are sleazy enough that 
you don’t want to admit them, and although 
you could be excused for thinking so, there 
isn’t a loophole for being a Clinton either. 
But let’s not dismiss the near-lethal levels of 
hypocrisy so quickly. 

Fusion GPS worked with Russian 
operatives to create a pack of lies both 
unbelievable and salacious. If this idea 
of working with the Russians to dig up 
dirt on your political opponent sounds 
familiar, that’s because it’s what Democrats 
were accusing Trump Jr. of. In the media 
narrative of that event, the terms “treason” 
and “collusion” were thrown around quite 

freely. The only difference between 
the two situations is that Trump Jr’s 

meeting didn’t yield results, and the Trump 
campaign was interested in actual crimes 
as opposed to rumors. I don’t expect 
Hillary and the Democrats to see the same 
push for treason charges from their media. 
President Trump should be warming up his 
Twitter fingers. 

The current deflection offered by 
the Clinton friendly media figures seems 
to be that we should ignore where the 
information in the dossier comes from, and 
instead focus on the allegations within the 
dossier. While the concern for my attention 
span is touching, I can do both. In fact, 
most of the information in the dossier is, 
on its face, ridiculous. Beyond the deviant 
acts with hookers are financial charges 
that are easy to show as false and have 
been. Just as important is that most of 
the allegations found in the dossier are 
offered without any evidence at all. The 
current argument is that “unverified” isn’t 
the same thing as “untrue.” Unfortunately, 
that’s not how things work in this country; if 
you can’t actually prove accusations, then 
prosecutions are out of the question. 

I expect the Fusion GPS thing will 
fade into the background pretty quickly. 
Already, an indictment from the Mueller 
investigation is threatening to suck the 
oxygen out of the room, and the Uranium 
One scandal has the promise of more 
prosecutable crimes for the Republicans. 
Even so, it saddens me that we aren’t 
taking the time to really hammer the Dems 
on a truly breathtaking example of do-as-I-
say-not-as-I-do. I’m happy to send Hillary 
to the pokey, but I don’t see any reason not 
to point out how clear it is that we dodged 
a bullet by sending her to the showers  
last November. 

Collusion and the Art of 
Who Cares  
Uranium One. Yeah, and? Fusion GPS. OK, 
so what? Those are two things that don’t 
matter. And sticking with the rule of threes, 
here’s a third: Hillary Clinton. 

There’s a mad hustle to look into the 
hypocritical, unpatriotic and I guess illegal 
action of Clinton and the Democratic National 
Committee by people who are staunchly pro-
Trump, affirmatively anti-Clinton and 100 
percent bored out of their minds. 

I’m not going to defend Hillary Clinton. 
And that’s because Hillary Clinton doesn’t 
need defending because Hillary Clinton 
doesn’t matter anymore. Let’s all put her 
behind us. But if we can’t—and that includes 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions’ potential 
decision to assign a special council to 
look into Clinton and the Uranium One 
deal—we need to accept any findings that 
come forward. Because that’s how this 
works, right? Accusations are made, dirt is 
uncovered during an investigation, the facts 
are presented and a decision to punish  
or not is made. 

So go ahead. Waste the time and 
energy investigating accusations that have 
already been shown to have no merit. Go 
ahead and make a big deal out of a law firm 
representing the DNC hiring Fusion GPS to 
do the thing it was created to do. Paid for 
by campaign funds? Says who? There have 
been no findings thus far of any illegal activity 
beyond the adorable hopes and dreams of 
the aforementioned pro-Trump, anti-Clinton 
and bored people. 

Republicans, if anything, should be 
praising the DNC for its own infighting and 
anti-Bernie agenda. Because Hillary Clinton is 
the only person who could have lost to Trump. 

 Look, there’s no hypocrisy on behalf 
of the Democrats. They’re playing politics 
just the same as the Republicans. The 

difference is that the politicking the 
Democrats have done is standard, dull 
and utterly ineffective while the politicking 
the Republicans have done could well be 
treasonous and at times is like watching a 
monkey dry-hump a football.  

And maybe Robert Mueller’s 
investigation into the alleged Russian 
collusion comes up without enough solid 
evidence to prove any real collusion was 
happening. If that’s the case, so be it. If all 
the Trump campaign is guilty of then is being 
somewhere between cocky, careless and 
really stupid, the American people will have 
to live with that. And on we’ll go watching 
the monkey and the football. 

But that has nothing to do with the 
nothingness that is what the DNC did with 
Fusion GPS. And Hillary Clinton has nothing 
to do with Uranium One. Really, nothing 
has anything to do with Uranium One. It’s 
a non-issue. It doesn’t matter. Hillary Clinton 
doesn’t matter. 

Republicans have been trying to 
“lock her up” for one reason or another 
for decades. She’s given them every 
opportunity to do so, if there was enough 
reason to actually do it. You want Hillary 
Clinton put away? Me, too. But it’s best 
to just forget about her and put your 
attention where it can be better served: 
Trying to restrain our president from 
making an off-the-cuff racist grandpa-like 
joke about North Korea that gets us all 
nuked. Because if we get nuked, you know 
who’s going to be the only one to survive 
the fallout? Hillary Clinton. It’ll just be 
Hillary, the cockroaches and the Twinkies. 
And no one wants that. So keep your eyes 
on the road here. 

Step 1: Fill out your
Wish List in store!
Step 2: Send family &
friends to buy you
stuff from your list!
Step 3: Enjoy your
presents !

ChildsPlayGames.com
Mon - Wed 6pm-10pm 

Closed Thurs  Fri 6pm-11pm 
Sat Noon-10pm  Sun 1-8pm

540 S. Castell Ave

Tibetan Medicinal Foot Soaks
Common Conditions Relieved

by Foot Soaks Include:
     ● Peripheral Neuropathy
     ● Diabetic Neuropathy
     ● Plantar Fasciitis
     ● Cold Hands/Feet
     ● Inflammation/Pain
     ● Arthritis Pain
     ● Headaches
     ● Fertility
     ● Menstrual Issues
     ● Digestive Issues

Featuring high quality, Imperial 
grade herbs from Tibet and China.
Direct from the farms to the clinic.

Call to Schedule a Free Consultation!
830.822.6315

We Are Now Offering



Sales Information: D. Lee Edwards  Broker/Owner  830.620.7653  leeedwards1109@msn.com  www.dleeedwardsrealty.com 

AVAILABLE in 3 & 4 Bedrooms 

MODERN .  FARM HOUSE STYLE  .  TOWNHOMES/DUPLEX  

CALL FOR PRICES: 830.620.7653 


