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Tobacco Ban Goes Sideways | Tube Seguin Tourist Style | The Joel Hoffman Band
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Diamond
Automotive

Group

Bring in this Ad for

$500 OFF
Your Dream Car or Truck!

799 S I35, New Braunfels, TX
diamondautomotivegroupnb.com

830.627.9121

Come in today! 
Deals this good don’t last forever!

Rates 
as low as

1.99%!
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ROASTED GARLIC    CARNITAS    PICO 
DE GALLO    TOMATOES    CORN SALSA    
SOUR CREAM    WHITE ONION    DICED 
JALAPEÑOS    QUESO    CILANTRO LIME 
RICE    SPANISH RICE    CAYENNE TORTILLA    
TORTILLA STRIPS    BBQ SAUCE    SAUTÉED 
VEGGIE    MIXED CHEESE    MONTEREY 
CHEESE    TOMATILLO SAUCE    FRESH 
SALSA     FRESH LIME JUICE    HABANERO 
SAUCE    CARNITAS    STEAK CHICKEN 
GUACAMOLE ROASTED GARLIC    CILANTRO    
PICO DE GALLO    TOMATOES    CORN SALSA    
SOUR CREAM    WHITE ONION    DICED 
JALAPEÑOS    QUESO    GROUND BEEF LIME 

Craft
Cocktails, Martinis, Beer

Across the street from the Brauntex!
283 W San Antonio St, New Braunfels, TX
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WORD1ST
MIKE

REYNOLDS
WITHAnother Year, 

Another Ban
On Monday, February 27, 
New Braunfels’ City Council 
approved the first reading of the 
town’s new smoking ban, which 
will apply to bars (among other 
places). Amazingly enough, the bar-
ban met with zero resistance from the local 
alcohol-industrial complex, which should have 
been enough for City Hall to hang its hat on, 
but, as with government in general, once you 
give a nanny an inch, he wants a mile.

The nanny in this case is the man behind 
the ban, District Four’s Chris Monceballez, 
who, in addition to barring the use of smoking 
materials inside of bars, insists on doing the 
same outside of the buildings, proposing 
a ten-foot-from-the-door prohibition on the 
practice as well. This will have one effect on 
the downtown area: It will move smokers away 
from the businesses they are patronizing to the 
storefronts of other businesses that they are not.

It doesn’t decrease the amount of smoke 
or the amount of smokers. It just moves them 
from the Phoenix Saloon to Chase Bank. From 
Score’s to the Antique Mall. From the Lone 
Star Lounge to whatever’s next to it. In other 
words, it shifts the responsibility for providing 
ashtrays and custodial services from the bars 
the smokers are patronizing, to businesses 
that they are not. It places a burden on all 
businesses and customers in the area, with no 
benefit to anyone.

A nice old lady got up to speak to 
Council, and made the point that smoking 
is bad and that the ten-foot rule is good 
because we shouldn’t be helping people 
smoke. District Two’s Justin Meadows 
displayed an absolutely super-human degree 
of tact by patiently explaining to her that 
moving the smokers down the sidewalk to 
another business doesn’t change anything, 
except make Henne Hardware responsible 
for Moonshine & Ale’s cigarette cleanup. She 
was unable to grasp his meaning.

Meadows had previously made plain, with 
charts and graphs and maps and photos, how 
shifting where smokers stand doesn’t improve 
anything for anybody, so the second time around 
(without visual aids) mos def wasn’t going to 

stick. But we have to give the man 
some mad props from not coming 
over the dais and shaking the 
nice old lady until she well and 
good understood simple logic.

Human wax-work 
Monceballez tried to make 

the case for the virtues of the ten-
foot rule, setting a new City record 

for speaking in a monotone, expressionless 
manner for what seemed like forever, while 
managing to say absolutely nothing of value as 
the idea was to simply wear down the room and 
burn up the clock so his parents would have to 
let him stay up past 9pm on a school night.

Monceballez pointed out that children and 
the elderly suffer when they walk past smokers, 
which had the dual benefit of exposing him 
as a demagogue and making it clear that he 
simply wants to throw his package on the slab, 
because children and the elderly are equally 
affected by smoke in front of the Oyster Bar 
as they are by that in front of Ludwig’s Leather. 
But dumb is nothing if not stubborn.

Meadows tried to get the ten-foot rule 
dropped from the ordinance, but since 
Mayor and Eighth Wonder of the World 
Barron Casteel was absent, the proposed 
amendment tied, and therefore failed to 
pass. Casteel is generally a voice of reason 
in cases where the stupid is this thick, and 
we are of the opinion he would have voted 
with Meadows and the other adults (District 
Three’s Ron Reaves and District Six’s Leah 
Garcia) had he been present.

In the end, Meadows was able to sell 
Council on reducing the restriction from 
ten feet to five. The second reading of the 
ordinance is planned for Monday, March 13.

\m/ 
 
Mike Reynolds 
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief

Breakfast 6-10am

2016

Winner!

District Four’s Monceballez
Cheese  Chocolate  Wine

“Thank you for voting ours the 
‘Best Mac & Cheese’ and 

‘Best Grilled Cheese Sandwich’ 
in the TX Citizen readers poll. 

Now bring your friends in to try them!”
         – Chef Stephanie  

Downtown New Braunfels,
just steps from the Brauntex Theater

2016

Winner!

BEST MAC & CHEESE
BEST GRILLED CHEESE
BEST TREAT: SEA SALT
& CARAMEL TRUFFLE
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Texas National

POP QUIZ!
P u t  y o u r  t e a m  t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  t r y  t o  k n o c k  

t h e  P o p  Q u I z  c r o w n  o f f  D  L e e  E d w a r d s '  h e a d !  

C o n t a c t  m i k e @ t x c i t i z e n . c o m  f o r  d e t a i l s !

Saturday, MAY 6
6 pm @ Ramada NEW Braunfels

brazenly presented by

gregersen
family
chiropractic

The relationship with tourists in New Braunfels 
is a complicated one. The feelings local have 
toward the summer travelers range from love to 
loathing, sometimes both.

To be honest, I like the tourists.  I’ve been 
one myself a few times (for that matter, so have 
the people who hate the tourists, forgetting that 
they have been tourists somewhere else). The 
tourists that come here are usually jovial people 
because, after all, they are on vacation and 
want to have a good time. These masses will 
come from all over the world to spend lots and 
lots of money in our community, which is a good 
thing. Of course, the tourists do sometimes bring 
a darker side, what with inebriation and the 
occasional naked. But, that’s okay – we have 
naked drunk locals, so that isn’t anything new.

The main downside to the inevitable flood 
of tourists is that it makes tubing the rivers hard 
for locals. The congestion on a float is such 
that most locals won’t go anywhere near the 
waterways. With or without the possibility of 
drunk naked people, sometimes you just don’t 
want to fight the crowds in order to tube.

Luckily, Kris Bolstad has a solution.
Bolstad, who owns Comal Tubes in New 

Braunfels, is opening a new place on the banks 
of the Guadalupe River. But this one is in Seguin.

The tube trek from Seguin Tubes begins 
in picturesque Starcke Park, right in front of the 
dam. The 90-minute journey is a pleasant and 
meandering one. Like Comal Tubes in New 
Braunfels, at the end of the journey there will be 
a bus there to pick up tubers.

The beauty is, this is new untapped river 
territory in a town that hasn’t been tube battered.

“This is what tubing was like 30 years 
ago: a quiet afternoon with you and your 
friends,” Kris said.

Kris loves his customers at Comal 
Tubes, but he also understands how locals 
don’t want to brave the crowds, but would 

still like to tube. His advice is to come to 
Seguin Tubes.

“Come to Seguin and be a tourist,” he said.
“New Braunfels stopped tubing 10-15 

years ago,” Kris said. “I want people to know 
that we have found a new planet here, a new 
place to go.”

Kris’ success at Comal Tubes comes from 
a sincere belief in good customer service, 
which is essential for a successful business. 
If you have ever met Kris, you would know 
that he genuinely likes people, an important 
quality for any good businessman.

“I focus on customer value” he said. “For 
a few bucks, I can make someone feel like 
they have taken a real vacation, make them 
feel welcome, that their money was well spent 
and that they are truly wanted. If your customer 
leaves feeling a sense of ownership in the 
business, you can’t go wrong.

“Treat the people well, and they’ll come 
back,” Kris notes. “Just because you have a 
great product, if you don’t have great service 
you’ll lose their repeat business.”

Kris notes that Seguin Tubes can take care 
of everything you need: water, sunscreen, ice, 
bobbers for your sunglasses, water-proof phone 
bags (which, he rightly notes, is a lot cheaper 
than buying a new

phone). Across the street is a Valero where 
you can buy beer or other drinks.

Word has gotten out about Seguin Tubes 
because they have already sold about 40 
season passes, with more sure to come.

After tubing, the New Tourist can grab a 
great meal at the Power Plant restaurant, which 
is right next to Seguin Tubes.

The people of New Braunfels deserve to 
get back into a tube. So, take a short journey to 
Seguin and become a tourist again. But, keep 
your clothes on because Seguin isn’t used to the 
naked yet. 

TUBE LIKE
A TOURIST!
TUBE LIKE

A TOURIST!
BY NICK ROGERS
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Shop Sessions – 
The Joel Hoffman Band
Joel Hofmann manages to walk the delicate 
line between musician and venue owner, 
and does so very well. Joel doesn’t opt for 
the easier road of featuring his own band 
weekly or even monthly, and sometimes 
goes two or three months before booking 
himself into his own establishment. This 
would be a tempting situation for any venue 
owner that also happens to have their own 
band. Joel bought Riley’s Tavern back in 
2004, just two short years after jumping 
into the live performance game, and ever 
since then he has had some amazing acts 
grace his stages at Riley’s.

The influences of some of the bands 
he has booked at Riley’s such as Billy 
Joe Shaver, Johnny Bush, Earl Poole Ball, 
Big John Mills, Billy Dee, Mike and the 
Moonpies and more is evident in his latest 
release, “Shop Sessions”. In fact he even 
used some of the members from his more 
regular cast of characters at Riley’s to 
expertly lay down the instrumentation!

Vocals and acoustic/rhythm guitar 
was all Joel, Big John Mills played electric 
and Nashville (high strung) guitar, Billy 
Dee Donahue played bass, Earl Poole 
Ball threw down the piano on a couple of 
tracks, and Clay Rheinlander on the drums 
rounded out the list of studio musicians 
on the record. Russell Tanner recorded 
and engineered this honky-tonk delight 
at Woodshed Studios in San Marcos, 
and Cris Burns of Summit Street Studios 
mastered it. Joel credits production as a 
group effort by the entire band, and with 
the players he had involved you really 
can’t go wrong doing it that way!

Joel has a voice reminiscent of the late 
Hoyt Axton, and it’s a voice you can tell 
will do nothing but refine with age! Joel 
included three unique and rare covers 
(“Lillie’s White Lies”, “Paper Sack” and 
“Pipeliner Blues”) that compliment his 
style, but you can really feel his connection 
with his original songs! Joel wrote the 
remainder of the tracks on the album, but 
“April’s Fool” was a co-write with Trevor 
McSpadden.

“Cut Me Off” and “This Old House” 
are the tracks that have stuck with me so 
far, but my tastes change almost daily. 
“Shop Sessions” is available on CD Baby, 
iTunes, Amazon or you could probably ask 
a bartender at Riley’s Tavern if they have 
a copy for sale. Please let me know which 
track is your favorite!

Brian Strickland is the proprietor of 
musicofnewbraunfels.com, and can be reached 
at musicofnb@gmail.com.

w i t h  B r i a n  S t r i c k l a n d

The LOCALS’ 
Outfitter!

ONE TIME OFFER!

All-You-Can-Tube for a full day, PLUS:

Free Parking
when available

FREE Shuttle Service

 
ALL DAY TUBE PASS 
just $10!

No Limit
Use Any Summer Day
No Blackout Dates

Your price, until March 30, is just $10. 
This offer is only available to locals and only at 

comaltubes.com/TICKETS
You absolutely will not find a better value on the 
river, EVER. Don’t miss your chance to tube all 

day without parking fees or shuttle fees!
River management fees not included Fri, Sat, or Sun.

New Braunfels

Texas

T U BES
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Cancer is a dreadful disease, so much so that 
even the treatments are pure misery. The cures 
for cancer affect the person physically, both 
inwardly and outwardly. Because the patient 
has enough to deal with fighting the scourge, 
they shouldn’t have the added stress of being 
self-conscious about how they appear.

This is where the Pink Heart Funds comes in.
Founded by JoAn Cupp-Niceley, herself 

a cancer survivor, Pink Heart Funds raises 
money for wigs for both women and children, 
as well as breast prosthetics.

“When I had cancer, I found out how 
many women with the disease couldn’t afford 
breast prosthetics, which fit inside bras, or 
wigs,” she said. “I was also surprised when 
we discovered that Locks of Love doesn’t 
provide free wigs to children going through 
cancer treatment.”

For 11 years, JoAn has made it the 
foundation’s goal to provide wigs and 
prosthetics for free. The group, which began 
in Mississippi, has now grown into Louisiana 
and Texas.

Texas particularly needs this 
organization, as JoAn notes the state has a 
higher number of children with cancer than 
any other. And there are certainly people 
in New Braunfels who could use help from 
Pink Heart Funds. However, at $175 apiece, 
breast prosthetics are expensive.

“Some women who can’t afford the 
prosthetics will wear extra-long shirts and lean 
forward so no one will know that they have lost 

their breasts,” JoAn said. “Others have used 
the same prosthetics for so long the things are 
in terrible shape. When they come in for their 
prosthetics, they are so happy. It’s amazing to 
how much this simple act does for them.”

While a prosthesis is pricey, wigs are 
even more expensive.

“It takes about seven to 12 ponytails to 
make a wig,” JoAn said. “The hair itself goes 
through 17 different processes before it can 
be turned into a wig. But, in the end, we get 
wigs for cost, at $400. Retail, these wigs can 
actually run $1,200.”

Because Pink Heart needs help raising 
funds, in come Tracy Graves and Paul Davis, 
the wonderful owners of Oma Gruene’s 
Secret Garden. On March 18, Oma’s will 
hold their seventh annual fundraising event 
for Pink Heart Funds, which is a nonprofit. 
There will a silent auction and a 50/50 raffle, 
and giveaways will be made throughout the 
day. Because the fundraiser is a charitable 
contribution, any donation is tax deductible. 
Oma’s event is, thus far, the only fundraiser in 
Texas for the organization.

JoAn notes that all funds raised in a 
state, stay in that state. So, since this is the 
only fundraiser Texas will have for this worthy 
organization, let’s make it worth their while.

If you can’t make it but would like to 
help, or want more information on Pink Heart 
Funds, you can call 228-575-8299. You can 
email the group at pinkheartfunds@gmail.
com, or go online to pinkheartfunds.org.

By Nick Rogers
Hair & Hearts

JoAn

Tracy

HeidiPaul
4/30/17

MARCH AT BILLY’S ICE
March 01 – Aaron Stephens
March 02 – Jamie Krueger
March 03 – Jesse Stratton Band
March 04 – Jomo & The Possum Posse
March 05 – Jeepers 4 Jonathan Benefit 
                  w/Alli Mattice Band
March 07 – The Reed Brothers
March 08 - Aaron Stephens

March 09 – Skylar Hamilton

March 10 – Texas Renegade

March 11 – 90s Party w/FILE 13

March 14 – Austin Gilliam

March 15 – Aaron Stephens

March 16 – Jacob Stiefel & The Truth

March 17 – The Reed Brothers

March 19 – Jennifer Lee Sullivan

March 22 – Aaron Stephens

March 24 – Zach Coffey

March 25 – LC Rocks

March 29 – Aaron Stephens

March 30 – Drake Hayes

March 31 – The Strayhearts



YOUR LIVE MUSIC GUIDE

     3/11: 90's Party w/ FILE 13 
    3/17: Reed Brothers
   3/25: LC ROCKS
  4/1: Chandler & The Bings

    3/11: Midnight River Choir
   3/17: Tejas Brothers' 
          St. Patrick’s Day Bash
  3/18: Blue Water Highway Band
 3/25: GIDDY UP Chopper Rally
3/31: Josh Weathers 
        w/ Seth James

loudly sponsored by

Fri 3.3 
 

Right on Red 
6:30pm 
 

Lesti Huff Band 
6:30pm 
 

Jorge Gallegos 
5pm 
Natalie Rose Band 
9pm 
 

Buddy Boy Vargas 
7pm 
 

Big John Mills 
9pm 
 

The Damn Torpedoes 
8pm 

 

Clever Name Band 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Loretta Lynn 
w/ Emmy Rose 
8pm 
 

Longshot Wine Bar 
Bob Schmueckle & Derek Krueger 
7pm 
 

Vino en Verde 
Jackson Parten 
8:30pm 
 Sat 3.4 
 

Christian Sparks & the Beatnik 
Bandits 
6:30pm 
 

Greg Izor 
1pm 
Chris Ruest 
ft. Gene Taylor 
6pm 

 

Steven James & the Jaded 
w/ Kensie Coppin 
9pm 
 

David Touchton & the Nowhere 
Band 
9pm 
 

Koe Wetzel 
9pm 
 

Emmerson Biggins 
9pm 
 

Geronimo VFW #8456 
Justin Trevino 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
The Peterson Brothers 
1pm 
Loretta Lynn 
w/ Emmy Rose 
8pm 

Moonshine & Ale 
Rock & Roll Piano Sing Along 
8pm 
 

Vino en Verde 
The Vagabonds 
9pm 
 

Sun 3.5 
 

Fallon Franklin 
6:30pm 
 

The Hot Attacks 
2pm 
 

Jeffrey Ryan Vaughn 
3pm 
Lucas Taylor 
7pm 
 

TBA 
4pm 
 

Geronimo VFW #8456 
Sam Bentley 
3pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Eastside Kings 
12pm 
Bill Kirchen 
4pm 

 Mon 3.6 
 

Gruene Hall 
Bret Graham 
6pm 

 Tues 3.7 
 

Jam Night 
7pm 
 

Geronimo VFW #8456 
Carol Cochran, Tommy Reed, 
Nikki Vincent, Diane Farley 
7pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Michael O’Connor, Susan Gibson 
6pm 
 

TXCITIZEN.COM   7
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Wed 3.8 
 

Aaron Stephens 
8pm 
 

Jade Marie Patek & Bryan 
Catalani 
8:30pm 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Mitch Webb & the Swindles 
6pm 
 Thu 3.9 
 

Battle of the Bands 
6:30pm 
 

Jam Night 
6pm 
 

Ryan Quiet 
5pm 
 

Zach Aaron 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Garrett LeBeau 
6pm 
 

Vino en Verde 
Brett Cline 
8pm 
 Fri 3.10 
 

Travelling Trees 
6:30pm 
 

 

Smokehouse Guitar Army 
6:30pm 
 

Junior Nash 
5pm 
Jesse Stratton 
9pm 
 

Jade & Bryan 
7pm 
 

Mark Jungers 
6pm 
The Beaumonts   
9pm 
 

Prophets & Outlaws 
8pm 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
LeAnn Rimes 
8pm 

Longshot Wine Bar 
Bob Schmueckle & Derek Krueger 
7pm  
 

Vino en Verde 
Beau Daniels Band 
8:30pm 
 Sat 3.11 
 

Trace Owen Jr 
6:30pm 
 

Stray Dawg & the Wolves 
1pm 
3 Man Front 
6pm 

 

Sad Wings 
w/ Dizorderly Konduct 
9pm 
 

Whitney Rose 
9pm 
 

Midnight River Choir 
8pm 
 

John Christopher Way 
w/ J Abram 
9pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Johnny Nicholas 
1pm 
LeAnn Rimes 
8pm 
 

Moonshine & Ale 
Rock & Roll Piano Sing Along 
8pm 
 Sun 3.12 
 

JJ Garrett Band 
6:30pm 
 

Texas T & the Shine Runners 
1pm 
 

All Mixed Up 
3pm 
Lucas Taylor 
7pm 
 

TBA 
4pm 
 

Geronimo VFW #8456 
Jim Bolado & Country Sounds 
3pm 

Gruene Hall 
Bret Graham 
12pm 
Zac Wilkerson 
5pm 
 

Mon 3.13 
 

Gruene Hall 
Noel McKay 
1pm 
Bret Graham 
6pm 
 

Tue 3.14 
 

Jam Night 
7pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Adam Johnson 
1pm 
Two Ton Tuesday 
8pm 
 

Wed 3.15 
 

Aaron Stephens 
8pm 
 

Matt Bradford 
8:30pm 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
The Georges 
6pm 
 

Thu 3.16 
 

Josh Holden 
6:30pm 
 

Jam Night 
6pm 

MAR 2 @ 6 JAM NIGHT
MAR 3 @ 6:30 THE LESTI HUFF BAND
MAR 4 @ 1 GREG IZOR 
   @ 6 CHRIS RUEST FEAT GENE TAYLOR
MAR 5 @ 2 THE HOT ATTACKS
MAR 9 @ 6:30 JAM NIGHT
MAR 9 @ 6:30 SMOKEHOUSE GUITAR ARMY
MAR 11 @ 1 STRAY DAWG & THE WOLVES 
   @ 6 3 MAN FRONT
MAR 12 @ 1 TEXAS T & 
   THE SHINE RUNNERS
MAR 16 @ 6 JAM NIGHT
MAR 17 @ 6:30 CHRIS DUARTE GROUP
MAR 18 @ 12 3 PC & A BISCUIT 
   @ 3 KIM & HER BAD HABITS 
   @ 7 THE MONTY "GUITAR" TYLER BAND
MAR 19 @ 2 THE MIGHTY ORQ 
   @ 6 LUCAS JACK
MAR 23 @ 6 JAM NIGHT
MAR 24 @ 6:30 JAMES PARDO
MAR 25 @ PEPPERS BLUES 
   @ 6 BLUES OF THE NIGHT
MAR 26 @ 1 ADAM JOHNSON
MAR 30 @ 6 JAM NIGHT
MAR 31 @ 6:30 BRAD STIVERS
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Jay Russell Wimberley 
5pm 
 

Howard & Skye 
6pm 
 

Will Janke 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Dallas Moore Band 
1pm 
Ted Russell Kamp 
6pm 
 

Vino en Verde 
Brett Cline 
8pm 
 

Fri 3.17 
 

Fallon Franklin 
6:30pm 

 

Chris Duarte Group 
6:30pm 
 

Bandreu 
5pm 
Aaron Stephens Band 
8:30pm 
 

Cody Martinez Band 
7pm 
 

Girls Raised in Texas 
9pm 
 

Tejas Brothers 
w/ Chris Saucedo Band 
8pm 
 

Knotty Grove 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Greg Harris & the Bandini 
Brothers 
12pm 
Roger Creager 
w/ John Baumann 
8pm 
  

Longshot Wine Bar 
Bob Schmueckle & Derek Krueger 
7pm 

Moonshine & Ale 
Rock & Roll Piano Sing Along 
8pm 
 

Vino en Verde 
The Hendersons 
8:30pm 
 

Sat 3.18 
 

Travelling Trees 
6:30pm 
 

3 Piece & a Biscuit 
12pm 
Kim & Her Bad Habits 
3pm 
Monty ‘Guitar’ Tyler Band 
7pm 
 

Jeremy Steding & the Rebellion 
w/ Alli Mattice Band 
9pm 
 

Royal Velvetee 
7pm 
 

Billy Dee 
9pm 
 

Blue Water Highway Band 
9pm 
 
Watering Hole Saloon 
Mick Hernandez & Texas 
Silverados  
9pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Charlie & the Regrets 
1pm 
Roger Creager 
w/ Randall King 
8pm 
 

Moonshine & Ale 
Rock & Roll Piano Sing Along 
8pm 
 

Vino en Verde 
The Vagabonds 
9pm 
 

Sun 3.19 
 

JJ Garrett Band 
6:30pm 
 

The Mighty Orq 
2pm 
Lucas Jack 
6pm 
 

Jeffrey Ryan Vaughn 
3pm 
Lucas Taylor 
7pm 
 

TBA 
9pm 
 

Geronimo VFW #8456 
Charles & the Fabulous Four 
3pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Jamie Lin Wilson 
12pm 
Rodney Hayden 
5pm 

Mon 3.20 
 

Gruene Hall 
Bret Graham 
6pm 
 

Tue 3.21 
 

Jam Night 
7pm 
 

Comal Country Music Show 
KC Hall 
7:30pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Josh Grider, Kristi Grider, Seth 
James, Jessica Walker 
6pm 
 

Wed 3.22 
 

Aaron Stephens 
8pm 
 

Abraham Weaver 
8:30pm 
 

TBA 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Mitch Webb & the Swindles 
6pm 
 

Thu 3.23 
 

Tony Taylor 
6:30pm 
 

Jam Night 
6pm 
 

Carlos the Tall 
5pm 
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Buddy Boy Vargas 
6pm 
 

Rodney Pyatt 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Rick Cavender Band 
8pm 
 

Moonshine & Ale 
Live Band Karaoke 
8pm 
 

Vino en Verde 
Brett Cline 
8pm 
 

Fri 3.24 
 

Trace Owen Jr 
6:30pm 
 

James Pardo 
6:30pm 
 

Junior Nash 
5pm 
Donovan Keith & the Funky Feat 
8:30pm 
 

Derek Vera 
7pm 
 

Roy Heinrich 
9pm 
 

Texas Tone Rangers 
8pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Hal Ketchum 
w/ Jonathan Terrell 
8pm 
  

Longshot Wine Bar 
Bob Schmueckle & Derek Krueger 
7pm 

Moonshine & Ale 
Rock & Roll Piano Sing Along 
8pm 
 

Vino en Verde 
James JB Parker 
8:30pm 
 Sat 3.25 
 

Bru Erdman 
6:30pm 
 

Pepper’s Blues 
1pm 
Blues of the Night 
6pm 
 

The Southsiders 
w/ Travis Green & the Chiefs 
9pm 
 

Ben Farias 
7pm 
 

Joel Hofmann Band 
7pm 
Tommy Alverson 
9pm 
 

Dale Watson 
8pm 
 

Dirty White Horse 
9pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Flat Top Jones 
1pm 
Maren Morris 
w/ Devin Dawson 
9pm 

Moonshine & Ale 
Rock & Roll Piano Sing Along 
8pm 
 

Vino en Verde 
Brett Cline 
9pm 
 Sun 3.26 
 

JJ Garrett band 
6:30pm 
 

Adam Johnson 
1pm 
 

All Mixed Up 
3pm 
Lucas Taylor 
7pm 
 

TBA 
4pm 
 

Geronimo VFW #8456 
Glen Collins & Alibi 
3pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Slim Bawb 
12pm 
Jerry Jeff Walker 
7pm 
 Mon 3.27 
 

Gruene Hall 
Bret Graham 
6pm 
 Tue 3.28 
 

Jam Night 
7pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
Nathan Bonnes, Jake Ward, Judson Cole 
6pm 
 

Wed 3.29 
 

Aaron Stephens 
8pm 
 

Matchsellers 
8:30pm 
 

Mike Ethan Messick 
9pm 
 

Gruene Hall 
The Georges 
6pm 

Karaoke
Thursdays, Sundays 

DJ 
Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays

Karaoke 
Thursday Nights

Karaoke
 Mondays & Thursdays

diversions
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diversions

Over to Rockin’ R, D Lee Edward’s team “Politically Incorrect” (pictured) was awarded Best Theme, Mark, Mark & Mark snagged the People’s Choice title and Kuper Sotheby’s took home the overall gold on the day. It was a good week for chili.

A
R

O

U N D

A B O U
Ti

i

It was a double chili cook-off 
week in New Braunfels, what 
with the folks at Oma Gruene’s 
running their annual benefit 
for the Keith Pevoto Fight Fund 
on February 25 and the Texas 
Real Estate Political Action 
Committee throwing down on 
the following Thursday out at 
Rockin’ R on Gruene Road.

Out at Oma’s, Carlos Torres came in third, Dawn 

Williamson finished second, and Dana Schmidt earned the 

blue ribbon for the third year straight!

Hair & HeartsHair & Hearts
7th Annual

Blues FeStivalPresented by: The New Braunfels Blues Society,    
Oma Gruene’s Secret Garten, and Blinders Hair Salon

Saturday, March 18
at Oma Gruene’s Secret Garten!

1263 Gruene Road

BBQ & Bands begin at noon!
Raffle & Silent Auction

Saturday, March 18
at Oma Gruene’s Secret Garten!

1263 Gruene Road

BBQ & Bands begin at noon!
Raffle & Silent Auction

Music by:
@ 12   3 PC & A Biscuit 
@ 3   Kim & Her Bad Habits 
@ 7   The Monty "Guitar" Tyler Band 

Donating hair ?
Blinders Hair Salon
will be on hand to
harvest your donations!

Currently Accepting
Cash donations
Silent Auction 
& Raffle Items

BENEFITTING

The Pink Heart Funds is a group of dedicated 
volunteers who support and enhance the lives of 
those affected by cancer and other conditions.

If you would like to help, call Tracy at 830.625.1045
www.OMALOVESYOU.com

Sponsered by
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Freeman
on Sports
Freeman
on Sports WITH BRANT FREEMANWITH BRANT FREEMAN

Do you know what one of the most confusing 
things about sports is? The calendar. The only 
major sport that begins and ends in the same 
year is baseball but three other major sports 
(football, basketball and hockey) all start 
one year and end the next. This is especially 
complicated when referencing football 
championships, college or pro. I bring this 
up because when reviewing the month of 
February, I’m inclined to review the Super 
Bowl which technically was played last 
month but it feels like the NFL season ended 
200 days ago. This feeling probably has 
something to do with the fact that the Titans 
didn’t play any meaningful football beyond 
December *shoots whiskey*.

So when referencing New England as 
Super Bowl winners, while the game itself 
was played in February (the second month of 
2017), they are heralded as the champions 
of the 2016 season. So do we call it the 2016 
Super Bowl or the 2017 Super Bowl? Is this 
why Super Bowls have numbers and other 
sports don’t? Why not call it World Series 
CIV this fall or NBA Finals LXVII in June? And 
no, I didn’t know C was the Roman numeral 
for 100 until googling it either.

Maybe the NFL is on to something 
here and this is why the Super Bowls are 
numbered to avoid the confusion of yearly 
championship designation. I also think that 
maybe we should take this Roman numeral 
thing a step further in our own lives. For 
every major holiday, give that day its own 
Roman numeral, starting with your birth year. 
For example, I was born in 1981 so this 
upcoming Christmas will be Christmas XXXVI. 
For other major annual celebrations, such 
as your wedding anniversary, *obviously* 
you’ll start with the year you got married 
and go from there (my wife is going to LOVE 
Anniversary IX this June). No one will think 
this is crazy, SO DO IT.

On to the month that was in February…

NFL: As mentioned above, “technically” the 
Super Bowl was played last month, so as weird 
as it seems to be discussing NFL games now, 

here we are. The fact that it was an incredible 
game helps me in this exercise. The dreadful 
Super Bowl between Seattle and Denver 
WOULD NOT have gotten this treatment.

That game man… I could watch it on 
a loop and never get bored. Atlanta was 
smoking New England and it was glorious to 
watch. I am by no means a Patriots “hater” 
like so many people are, but the mere sight of 
seeing the Falcons absolutely burn the Patriots 
to the ground was inspiring. Here you had this 
fairly random franchise in Atlanta, a team that 
didn’t get hot until late in the season, playing 
like its sliders were cranked up against New 
England, a 14-2 behemoth that has played in 
41% of the Super Bowls since the turn of the 
century. With 9:40 to go in the game, Atlanta 
held a 28-12 lead (at one point, 28-3) and 
the Falcons’ win probability was 99.5%, 
basically the same chances of you beating a 
three-year-old in a game of chess.

But I’ll be damned, if Johnny didn’t castle, 
take my knight and put me in checkmate while 
watching Dora. First, screw you Johnny, Dora 
SUCKS anyway and second, New England’s 
comeback was just as amazing as Atlanta’s 
ability to build such a lead in the first place. 
Tom Brady put on a *masterpiece* in that 
fourth quarter. Every play felt like it was the 
biggest play of the game, whether it was 
Julian Edelman’s miraculous catch, New 
England’s pair of two-point conversions, 
the Falcons stupidly throwing passes with a 
chance to ice the game or James White’s 
game winner or overtime, every moment felt 
intense. I needed a cigarette after that game.

On the topic of Super Bowls, I remember 
just how lousy they were in the 90s. There were 
exactly TWO Super Bowls decided by one score: 
Giants-Bills in Super Bowl XXV and Broncos-
Packers in Super Bowl XXXIII. In the “aughts”, 
there were six such games, and five thus far in 
the… “Tens”? Is that what we call them? 

The argument for best Super Bowl ever 
has become extremely difficult over the past 
20 years. I have a soft place for Titans-
Rams (because I need *something* to hold 
on to), but every one of the seven Super 

Bowls featuring Brady’s Patriots have been 
awesome, and we’ve also been treated to 
great games from Steelers-Cardinals, Ravens-
49ers and Saints-Colts. The NFL has gotten 
a lot of things wrong in recent years (see: 
Ray Rice, Thursday Night Football, etc), but 
its pinnacle game has not been one of them.

NBA: The “Rodeo Road Trip” is now over. 
The San Antonio Spurs finished 6-2 on the 
trip, with the only setbacks coming against 
Memphis (with the Spurs playing without 
Kawhi Leonard) and shockingly against the 
breathing Hindenburg of a franchise, the 
New York Knicks. The Spurs have now played 
in 15 “Rodeo Road Trips” and have had a 
winning record in 12 of them against just one 
losing record (a 4-5 mark in 2015), and their 
overall record on the trips is an absurd 88-37. 
That’s a winning percentage of .704 which 
would equate to a 57-25 regular season 
record. To give you an idea on just how 
impressive that is, that’s probably right around 
where Cleveland will finish this season (as the 
Eastern Conference’s number-one seed).

This kind of showing on the road trip 
doesn’t move the needle much though, because 
it’s what Spurs fans and NBA enthusiasts are 
accustomed to seeing. This is what the Spurs 
do: bludgeon teams on the road and hit their 
stride as the season hits its final seven-week 
stretch. But instead of paying much attention, 
the other stories that most are following instead 
this season are those of the god-mode like 
Golden State Warriors, the surging Houston 
Rockets, the revitalized Boston Celtics, the 
poorly run K teams (Knicks and Kings) and 
whether or not the Cavaliers will repeat. 

Frankly, I can’t blame anyone for fixating 
on those teams while turning a blind eye to 
the Spurs. Just don’t be surprised if come 
June, they’re right there in position to play for 
a berth into NBA Finals LXVII.

Until next month…

Brant Freeman is a seasoned local sportscaster, 
delivering the goods as a reporter for major pro 
and collegiate sporting events in the greater San 
Antonio area for over a decade.

Carol Cochran

& Big Star Productions

DJ & KARAOKE!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Making your event an
occasion since 2004!

www.carol--cochran.com

Come out to The Watering Hole 
Saloon for Karaoke Monday 

nights 7-11pm

Come out to The Watering Hole 
Saloon for Karaoke Monday 

nights 7-11pm

Less prepared for 
tax time than 

your accountant 
would like?

Call us, we can help.

979.574.5017
LRKBookkeeping.com
LRKBooks@gmail.com
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RESTAURANT GUIDE
what to eat & where to eat it

The Phoenix Saloon
There are other places to get your hands on a 
chili dog, but the Phoenix Saloon invented chili 
as we know it (Google it!). So, really, there’s only 
one place to get a chili dog, if you’re going to 
be serious about it. 193 West San Antonio St 
(Downtown) – 830.643.1400

Gourmage
Gourmage is the only cheese shop between 
Austin and Mexico, which is reason enough to 
visit. The specialty mac & cheese, which 
changes weekly, is another. But the Gourmage 
sandwich – in all its toasty, French dressing-y 
glory, is the best reason of all. 270 West San 
Antonio St (Downtown) – 830.214.6471

Bosses Pizza
Sooner rather than later, you’re going to need 

pizza. We recommend “The Herd”. Six kinds of 
meat, two of which are bacon, and all of which 

are delicious. 263 Loop 337 – 830.620.6900

Oma Gruene’s Secret Garten
Oma's Gruene's chicken salad sandwich is the 
finest of all chicken salad sandwiches, because 
it's made with three times the love your 
grandma's chicken salad sandwiches were (or 
are). This is no joke. 1263 Gruene Rd (Gruene) – 
830.625.1045

Naturally Café
The raspberry-chipotle spread is just one of 16 

reasons Naturally’s Undercover Club is our 
office obsession. The multi-grain bread 

accounts for eight more. We’ll let you discover 
the other seven on your own, as we’ve already 

said too much. 494 North Seguin Ave 
(Near Downtown) – 830.214.6300

Lone Star Lounge
Venture out the back door of the Lone Star 

Lounge, belly up to the food truck, and savor 
the finest late night snack a body could want - 
bacon-wrapped shrimp. You can get them a la 

carte, but, as with most everything, they're 
best enjoyed on a hot bed of fries. 283 W San 

Antonio St (Downtown)

830.625.2420 • 1617 BUSINESS 35 S.
GUADACOMA@NBTX.COM

 

GUADA • COMA

 

GUADA • COMA

$
85 Heating System

   Inspection Special!
Don’t let the cold
      catch you!
Don’t let the cold
      catch you!
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Single Origin              
Espresso & Brews Handcrafted BlendsHandcrafted Blends

Whole Bean Coffee PastriesPastries
smoothies, teas, & iced coffees

Free �-FiFree �-FiFree �-Fi

Weekdays
6:30 - 6:30pm

Weekends
7:30 - 6:30pm

     Double
     Winner!      

     Double
     Winner!      

Broker 
(830) 708-5530 
BillLowman@ymail.com 

Realtor® 
(210) 842-8068 

ChuckWoods6179@att.net 
 

49 Years Total Experience 
Expertise in Residential, Commercial, and Farm & Ranch Real Estate within Hays, Comal, Guadalupe 

county, and the surrounding areas. 

New Braunfels, TX 78130  
Great commercial location. 8 acre  

property. Front half zoned C3 while back 
half is zoned APD. Utilities, sewer and 

cable available.  

Spring Branch, TX 78070 
Property located at Kestrel Airport (1T7), 

1261 feet elevation, runway 12/30 
3000'X40'. Aircraft rental hangers  

available, located 23 miles North of San 
Antonio off Highway US 281.  

Charlotte, TX 78011  
69 acres with excellent hunting and horse 
property with dry creek bed in center of 

property. Gently rolling terrain with Mes-
quite and Oak trees. Property fenced and 

cross fenced.  

New Braunfels, TX 78132  
1 acre available in gated community,  

surrounded by giant oak trees. Include 
underground utilities and is located in 

Comal ISD. 

Karaoke
Thursday & Sunday

DJs
Wednesday,

Friday, Saturday

118 Common St.    830.387.4466

STOP BY
FOR A BIG,JUICY BURGER!

OPEN
Mon-Sat
11 to 8

texas grill

tubing live music

2006  Stockdale Hwy
Seguin,  TX 78155

830.379.0000 

seguin, texas

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentaiy for the Estate of Thomas George Burke, 
Deceased, were issued on February 8, 2017, in Cause 
No. 2017PCB0034, pending in the County Court at Law 
of Comal County, Texas, to: William D. Burke. 
     All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to 
present them to the undersigned within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by law.
      DATED the 8th day of February, 2017.

Frank B. Suhr, Attorney at Law,
473 S. Seguin Ave, Ste 100, New Braunfels, TX 78130 

State Bar No.: 19466300, 
Tel: (830) 625-4345, Fax: (830) 606-4511, 
Attorney for Attorney for William D. Burke 
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Making America Great Again 
One Month at a Time
President Trump’s first month is in the bag, and 
it looks like I can expect at least four years of 
entertainment. What will be harder will be 
trying to take an objective look at the Trump 
administration. I like Trump, and I love that he 
drives all the right people crazy, but he isn’t 
really libertarian in any sense. In fact, he is 
probably ideologically as big-government as 
Barack Obama ever was. Many of his ideas are 
likely to impede personal liberty, and some are 
economically silly at best. For example, Trump 
seems committed to the idea of infrastructure 
spending (which you’d think Democrats would 
like). From an economic perspective, government 
spending projects move money around to 
little effect at best, and at worst, they are huge 
wastes of money and a chance for politicians 
to line the pockets of their friends. Trump’s 
immigration ideas are also almost certain to 
offer minor benefits at major cost. I’m open to 
watching what happens, but the economics of 
it seem pretty simple. For the moment, though, 
Trump has managed to do a few things in the 
first month that are quite positive.

The first of these is that Trump has 
managed to open up a discussion on what 
constitutes reality and truth in our current 
era. Suddenly, liberal-leaning individuals are 
aghast to find that many of the things they felt 
were settled matters of fact are actually very 
much in dispute. People coming from the right 
have understood this to be the case for some 
time now, but it had been previously possible 
(under a Democratic administration and with 
a neutered Republican leadership) to simply 
pretend that at least everyone but “crazy” 
people agreed with them.

The first example of this narrative being 
false came on election night when Trump won 
the presidency quite handily. Since that time, 
the cognitive dissonance from the left has been 
ringing like a church bell. Not only have liberals 
found that much of the country preferred Trump 
over Hillary, they also found that similar numbers 
think climate change is about politics not science, 
that many people stubbornly insist that gender 
has something to do with biology, and that most 
of the “unbiased” new sources touted by liberals 

are, in fact, biased. For years, liberals have run 
with the slogan that reality has a liberal bias, but 
it turns out that this is only true of liberal reality. 
The rest of us live in a very different world.

This is important because the first step 
to having any discussion of actual substance 
is defining terms, and that isn’t possible if the 
people on either side of the argument can’t even 
agree on reality. So far, the left holds to their 
belief that they are the only ones dealing in facts, 
and that won’t get us anywhere, but eventually, 
they’ll get tired of losing elections and come to 
realize that pretending everyone agrees with you 
isn’t an actual substitute for an argument. In the 
meantime, expect to have good people, whom 
you have known and liked for years, believing 
you’ve been snatched by aliens or have a brain 
tumor, but they won’t learn anything if you just 
placate them. It appears Trump plans to be 
confrontational enough for all of us.

Secondly, Trump appears to be focusing 
on the idea of removing the entrenched 
bureaucracy in Washington. I think when 
Trump started using the slogan “drain the 
swamp,” he meant politicians and lobbyists, 
but almost immediately he found that these 
sorts weren’t anywhere near the problem 
that lifelong Democrat paper-pushers were. 
Politicians can be held accountable, at least 
to some extent. Government employees are 
the next best thing to invulnerable. More often 
than not, they can’t even be fired for cause. 
His reaction has been typically businesslike. 
He’d fire them if he could, but since that isn’t 
an option, he’s in the process of strangling their 
budgets to a trickle. The agencies in question 
will be forced to downsize, and eventually 
that will lead to removal of people who are 
inspiring the budget cuts. It’s a little like burning 
down the barn to get rid of a mouse, but I’m 
happy with the expected result. 

Trump has other places he’d like to spend 
this money, and it would be far better to just to 
pay down the debt with it, but I’m hoping that 
the American people find that they don’t notice 
a fifty percent reduction in the workforce at the 
EPA or any one of a dozen other agencies. 
Then the next time around, it’ll be possible to 
start at this new number for base budgeting 
and slash from there. Trump hopes that the 
carnage will buy him cooperation. I hope it 

won’t. It doesn’t matter to me if government is 
downsized out of a sense of fiscal duty or spite, 
so long as it gets done. In this case, partisan 
intransigence works in my favor.

Lastly, and most important is that Trump 
has brought smart negotiating policies back 
to the Executive Branch. Trump knows that 
when you want something, the worst thing you 
can do is go tell the person who has it how 
much you want it. (In truth, everyone with any 
common sense knows this, which leaves all of 
Washington out.) So, when Trump says Mexico 
will pay for the border wall, he knows that he 
can’t make them write a check, but he can 
force a remarkable level of cooperation out 
of the Mexican government by holding funds 
that they normally get for nothing hostage. 
Whether this actually results in payment for 
the border wall is beside the point; it gives 
Trump leverage to deal. This same method is 
being employed with NATO. When policy 
wonks react to Trump’s insistence that NATO 
countries actually pay their fair share in the 
organization by whining that NATO can 
never be threatened, they have shown that 
they fundamentally misunderstand how one 
negotiates. It’s lucky that these people live in 
the Washington bubble because in the real 
world, they’d get taken to the cleaners daily. 
It’s nice to know that the person responsible for 
making sure our country engages in intelligent 
negotiations in everything from trade to war 
isn’t one step away from emptying their wallet 
on a rigged carney game.

I expect that succeeding months will be 
far less hopeful. Whether Trump gets his way or 
not, many of the same flaws that have plagued 
Washington for years will continue to do so. 
Two out of three of the positives of the first 
month are accidental as much as anything else, 
and even if those happy accidents continue, 
we’ll eventually cross the hill to the other side 
and Trump will become the new problem. Until 
then, though, I can continue to watch the circus 
and smile. At least the Clintons have been 
exiled from power, for now.  

Last Word
With Kelly Colby

You can reach Kelly for fan mail by email 
at kellycolby@txcitizen.com. Hate mail still 
goes to Mike.

FRIday 3/3
BIG JOHN mills    9pm

SATURday 3/4
David Touchton & the Nowhere Band    9pm

FRIday 3/10
The Beaumonts     9pm

SATURday 3/11
Whitney Rose    9pm

FRIday 3/17
Girls Raised in Texas    9pm

SATURday 3/18
Billy Dee     9pm

FRIday 3/24
Roy Heinrich    9pm

SATURday 3/25
Tommy Alverson    9pm

www.rileystavern.com TAVERN

SINCE
1933

Texas' First Bar After Prohibition!
8894 FM1102, New Braunfels, TX 



Check out these listings & more online at DLeeEdwardsRealty.com
1111 N. Walnut Ave. New Braunfels, TX

365 E Faust New Braunfels, TX 78130
Monthly Rent: $950

Cute house on large lot within a block of the Faust St. bridge and 
Guadalupe River. Fenced in yard. Garage has plenty of room for 
workshop. This adorable house has a great vintage look! Its a 
must see!!

289 S Water New Braunfels, TX 78130
Monthly Rent: $1,100

Nice duplex with open floor plan. Tile throughout the livingroom 
and kitchen, bedrooms are laminate wood flooring. Walk- in 
closet in master. Washer and dryer connection in garage. This 
is a must see!

WE ARE 
FULL-SERVICE 

PROPERTY 
MANAGERS

with 15 years of local real estate 
experience in Comal, Guadalupe, 

Bexar, and Hays counties, we 
have the team to keep your home 
rental cared for. Our professional 

relationships and superior 
oversight give owners comfort in 
leaving their investment with us 

to handle (including monthly 
reports, quarterly reviews, and 

constant communication). 

Call and experience 
the highest level 

of service!

624 Krueger Canyon New Braunfels, TX 78132
Monthly Rent: $1,650

Nice large country home located just minutes from town. Open 
floor plan with wood burning fire place, large front and back 
porches with a great view of the country. Jack and Jill bathroom 
with nice sized spare bedrooms. This house features a bonus 
room that could be utilized as a office or extra room.

1155 Fm 2722 Unit #B New Braunfels, TX 78132
Monthly Rent: $1,200

Beautiful 2 bedroom, 1 bath contemporary apartment just 
outside New Braunfels city limits. Enjoy the privacy of mature 
trees and a gated entrance. Newly renovated with gorgeous 
floors, tile work, and updated kitchen area. This is a no 
smoking, no pets property. Please verify all measurements.

Helping You Be Successful
in Real Estate

Prime Rental Season is
Just Around the Corner!


