
Element 29 
features unique 

apparel and 
accessories to 
cultivate your 

individual style, 
and clever, 

creative gifts 
for the person 

who has 
everything!
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Texas

T U BES

The LOCALS’ 
Outfitter!

ALL-DAY TUBE PASS just $10!
All-You-Can-Tube for a full day, PLUS:

No Limit
BUY NOW - USE ANY SUMMER DAY

Free Parking
when available FREE Shuttle Service

comaltubes.com/TICKETSBOOK Online now!
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WORD1ST
MIKE

REYNOLDS
WITHHere Comes the Ban 

Again 
On August 15, it will once 
again be illegal to bring food 
and/or beverage onto rivers 
within our fair city’s limits if 
said food and/or beverage 
is packaged in a disposable 
container. Here’s the relevant text from 
Sec. 86-14 of the Code of Ordinances: 

(2) It shall be unlawful for anyone 
to use, carry or possess food or 
beverages in a disposable container 
on or in the public waters of the 
Guadalupe River or Comal River and 
each person is limited to one cooler 
in accordance with subsection (a)
(1). Disposable container means a 
receptacle designed to be used once, 
then thrown away. For purposes of 
this subsection, disposable containers 
include, but are not limited to, metal 
and aluminum cans, glass containers, 
Styrofoam cups and containers, 
cardboard containers, paper sacks, 
boxes, paper napkins and towels, and 
plastic containers and utensils. 

So to be perfectly clear, food and 
beverages are permitted on the rivers, but 
only if they’re Tupperware or something like 
it. Disposable containers are allowed on the 
rivers, but only if they contain something other 
than food and/or beverages. For instance, 
per the ordinance, this is legal: 

 

As is this: 

And this: 

This, however, is illegal, and, we might 
add, an affront to morality: 

 
 But let’s face it, this ordinance wasn’t 

passed to keep Cheese Nips off the rivers – 
it was designed to keep beer-drinking tubers 
off the water and therefore mitigate their 
impact on the delicate sensibilities of a small 
group of entitled residents. We’ll explain, for 
the benefit of anybody that moved to the NB 
in the last couple years: 

One could conceivably put one’s 
alcoholic beverage into a non-disposable 
container before bringing it onto the 
river, and thus be in compliance with 
the disposable container ordinance. But 
if one were to enter the Comal River 
through Prince Solms Park - as most 
people do - with such an arrangement, 
one would have an open container of 
alcohol in a city park, which is against 
an entirely different law. Catch-22, or 
something like it. 

You might be saying, “We put this ill-
conceived and poorly written law to bed 
years ago with a ridiculously expensive 
courtroom smackdown. How is this 
possible?”  

Well, it seems that City Hall pulled 
off the unlikely, and actually prevailed at 
appeal on a high-profile case. Nobody saw 
that coming because it rarely happens - New 
Braunfels has a solid history of losing these 
kinds of cases on appeal. We got ourselves 
a legal black swan this time around, so until 
the ban clears the Great State’s Supreme 
Court, it’s the law of the land. 

Now, if the anti-ban people hadn’t 
naively insisted on a public vote on the 
matter - which they were destined to lose 
- and instead gone straight to court with it, 
this current, more reasonable City Council 
could have gotten away with dropping the 
appeal. As it stands, taxpayers will keep 
paying exorbitant legal fees, the law will 
stick for at least the next couple years, and 
local tourism will likely take the same hit it 
did the first time around. 

Which, of course, was the whole idea. 
Hooray.

\m/

Mike Reynolds happycowbarandgrill.com

JulyJuly

Friday 6.30

Big Bad Billycatz @ 8pm

Saturday 7.1

Green River Revival @ 9pm

Friday 7.7

Emmerson Biggins @ 8pm

Saturday 7.8

Texas Hill Country Outlaws @ 8pm

Friday 7.14

Jordan Minor 
& the Bottom Dollar Band @ 8pm

Saturday 7.15

Slim Bawb & the 
Fabulous Stumpgrinders @ 9pm

Friday 7.21

Howlin’ Waters @ 8pm

Saturday 7.22

Highway Hypnosis @ 9pm

Friday 7.28

Adam Johnson Band @ 8pm
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BesT
of the

Wurstplex
2017

The Ultimate Guide to
New Braunfels’  favorite everything!

gregersen
family
chiropractic

Brazenly present

also sponsored by

AND

Voting CONTINUES THROUGH JULY 20 AT TXCITIZEN.COM!

Join us in person!
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NB’s Public Transport 
Dilemma  
I have written about Keith Pevoto before.  

Just a few years ago, Keith was diagnosed 
with a rare disease that left him blind and with 
severely limited movement in his limbs. For all 
intents and purposes, Keith is paralyzed. This 
illness has battered him not just physically but 
financially, as well. 

However, Keith is an absolute optimist, 
once commenting that “pessimism never goes 
anywhere.” Not content to keep still, the former 
surveyor became reacquainted with his love 
of music, writing and recording a number of 
songs with some of the area’s finest musicians. 

Unfortunately for his friends and New 
Braunfels, Keith had to move to Austin. This 
is because there is no public transportation 
system in New Braunfels for people with 
physical disabilities. 

In May, Tracy Graves read a letter 
before the City Council on behalf of her close 
friend. The letter was Keith’s intent to bring the 
transportation problem to Council’s attention. 
His letter stated that since the City has no system 
that offers affordable wheelchair-accessible 
transportation, those with disabilities are 
forced to call other operators that are either 
unreliable of prohibitively expensive. 

“I once took my mobility for granted,” 
Keith’s letter to the Council read. “Getting 
from point A to point B how and when I 
wanted was never an issue. Now, having 
available and accessible transportation is a 
constant issue for me.” 

Keith pointed out that there is not an 
insignificant number of disabled persons 
living in New Braunfels who, like Keith, are in 
need of decent transport. He said that while 
Acadian and Southern Cross have the proper 
equipment, they rarely provide transportation 
because the private companies focus on 
medical transport. Even if they agree, the cost 
is astronomical. 

“A couple of months ago, Southern Cross 
did make a rare exception, for a high price, 
six-mile round-trip.” 

He also noted that Yellow Cab out of San 
Antonio charges a base price of $43 for a 
one-way trip within New Braunfels. Keith also 

said that while Alamo Regional Transportation 
is affordable, at only $2 per trip, the rides 
are only available Monday-Friday during 
business hours. For Keith, who wants to go 
to Oma Gruene’s Secret Garden to listen 
to music and visit with his friends, Alamo 
Regional Transportation is not an option. 

What is unfair to Keith (as well as others 
who are disabled) is that he wants to seen as a 
man who happens to have a disability, not as a 
disabled man. Unable to leave his room, Keith 
is forced to think of himself as limited, a gut-
punch for someone’s who wants nothing more 
than to push beyond such surface limitations. 

Why a booming city such as New 
Braunfels has never established a para-
transport system is puzzling. Mayor Barron 
Casteel has reached out to Keith and has 
shown an interest in issue. An email to 
Casteel seeking comment was not returned 
by deadline. 

Sadly, any changes to the situation will 
come too late for Keith, who didn’t want to move 
from New Braunfels but felt he had not choice. 

“He’s moving to Austin because of the 
transportation issue,” said Graves, who co-
owns Oma Gruene’s. “It’s our loss. Keith 
Pevoto is a Texas treasure who has no business 
rotting in an 8x10 room with no means of 
escape. Shame on us, New Braunfels.”

RES PVBLICA
WITH NICK ROGERS

Clockwise from Left: Paul Davis, 
Tracy Graves and Keith Pevoto

FRIDAY, JULY 21
ACOUSTIC 

12:15 - 1:15   Charlie Bishop, Missoula Slim, Manzy Lowry
1:30 - 2:30   Jake Miller, Eley Buck Davis, Jordan York
2:45 - 3:45   Dean Ferrell, Matt Harlan, Nathan Lange
4:00 - 5:00   Barry Hebert, Steve Judice, Keith Harrelson

FULL BAND
5:30 - 7:00   A Few to Many
7:30 - 9:00   The New Offenders
9:30 - 11   James Pardo and Dogmatic Tones

SATURDAY, JULY 22
ACOUSTIC

12:15 - 1:15   Emily Herring, Andrea Marie, Bre Jarvis
1:30 - 2:30   Scott Ford, Bill Romano, Ryan Harris
2:45- 3:45   Shad Blair, Tommy Ike Hailey, James Steinle
4:00-5:00   Roger Cowan, Town Walsh, Alex Lease

FULL BAND   
5:30 - 7:00   Rocky Lott Band
7:30 - 9:00   Mike Ethan Messick
9:30 - 11:00   Reed Brothers

THURSDAY, JULY 20
Geezerfest Pre-Party with Slim Bawb Pearce and the Fabulous Stumpgrinders at 6pm!

FREE ADMISSION. FREE LOVE. COME “GIT YER GEEZE ON!” AT

1263 Gruene Road
omalovesyou.com

830.625.1045

S P O N S O R E D  B Y B E N E F I T
T I N

G

An Production

RELOCATION SYSTEMS®
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234 8  G ru e ne  L a k e  D r.  Su i t e  B in the Vi l lage  • 8 3 0 . 64 3 . 13 09

Single Origin              
Espresso & Brews Handcrafted BlendsHandcrafted Blends

Whole Bean Coffee PastriesPastries
smoothies, teas, & iced coffees

Free �-FiFree �-FiFree �-Fi

Weekdays
6:30 - 6:30pm

Weekends
7:30 - 6:30pm

     Double
     Winner!      

     Double
     Winner!      

830.627.4403
Located in Gruene Lake Village

830.387.4837
In Gruene Lake Village ch
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CALL OR TEXT 210.480.2405 TODAY!



YOUR LIVE MUSIC GUIDE

     7/4: Reed Brothers
   7/7: The Strayhearts
  7/9: Texas Crossing
 7/23: Kylie Rae Harris
7/28 : Texas Renegade

     7/10: Quaker City
         Night Hawks
   7/16: Bag of Donuts
  7/23: Everclear, Vertical 
     Horizon, & Fastball
7/30: The Statesboro Revue

loudly sponsored by

Fri 6.30

Bob Cheevers
6:30pm

Josh Ward
w/ Jamie Talbert & the Band  
of Demons
8pm

Big Bad Billycatz
8pm

Minglewood
6pm

Junior Nash
5pm
The Mismatch
9pm

Statesboro Revue
9pm

Carol Cochran & Two Way Street
8pm

Gruene Hall
Radney Foster
8pm

Riley’s Tavern
The New Dukes of Haphazard
6pm
Jolie & the Jackalopes
9pm

Vino en Verde
Jackson Parten
8:30pm

Sat 7.1

Bru’s Tunes
6:30pm

TBA
8pm

Green River Revival
9pm

Lil’ Henry & the Tribute Band
1pm
James Pardo
6pm

Rochelle & the Sidewinders 
9pm

Native Altar
7pm

Copper Chief
8pm

Made in Texas
9pm

Gruene Hall
Zac Wilkerson
1pm
Jack Ingram
8pm

Riley’s Tavern
John Evans Band
9pm

Vino en Verde
The Vagabonds
9pm

Sun 7.2

Right on Red
6:30pm

TBA
8pm

Chad Anderson Band
8pm

Bre Jarvis
2pm
Kim & Her Bad Habits
6pm

Jeffrey Ryan Vaughn
3pm
Lucas Taylor
7pm

Geronimo VFW #8456
Bob Appel
3pm

Gruene Hall
The Peterson Brothers
12pm
Flatland Cavalry
8pm

Riley’s Tavern
Danny Brooks
4pm

Mon 7.3

Last Call Band
7pm

TXCITIZEN.COM   7

HAPPY COW
a n  u d d e r  k i n d a  p l a c e

B A R  &  G R I L L

HAPPY COW
a n  u d d e r  k i n d a  p l a c e

B A R  &  G R I L L

HAPPY COW
a n  u d d e r  k i n d a  p l a c e

B A R  &  G R I L L
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Gruene Hall
Charlie & the Regrets
5pm
Blue Water Highway
8pm

Tues 7.4

Reed Brothers
8pm

Gruene Hall
Guy Forsyth
1pm
Two Ton Tuesday
8pm

Wed 7.5

TBA
8pm

Craig K
8:30pm

Gruene Hall
John Evans Band
8pm

Riley’s Tavern
Manzy Lowry
8pm

Thu 7.6

Josh Holden
6pm

TBA
8pm

Jam Night
6pm

Jay Russell Wimberley
5pm
Billy Roy & Friends
8pm

Jade Patek
6:30pm

Riley’s Tavern
Court Nance
8pm

Vino en Verde
Brett Cline
8pm

Fri 7.7

Dean’s List
6:30pm

The Strayhearts
8pm

Emmerson Biggins
8pm

Chris Ruest
6:30pm

Bandreu
5pm
Big Bad Billycatz
9pm

Jeff Wood
7pm

Dave Fenley
9pm

Clever Name Band
8pm

Gruene Hall
Stoney LaRue
8pm

Riley’s Tavern
Kim & Her Bad Habits
9pm

Sat 7.8

Trace Owen Jr Band
6:30pm

TBA
8pm

Texas Hill Country Outlaws
8pm

Lesti Huff Band
1pm
Barefax Band
6pm

Kori Free & the Groovehounds
9pm

Tin Roof Band
7pm

Little Texas
9pm

Fools of the Trade
9pm

Gruene Hall
Billy Bacon & the Forbidden 
Pigs
1pm
Stoney LaRue
8pm

Riley’s Tavern
Billy Dee
9pm

Sun 7.9

Fallon Franklin
6:30pm

Texas Crossing
8pm

South Texas
5pm

Darius Jackson & the Mighty 
Texas Allstars
2pm

All Mixed Up
3pm
Lucas Taylor
7pm

Geronimo VFW #8456
Monte Good Band
3pm

Gruene Hall
Bret Graham
12pm
Seth James
5pm

Riley’s Tavern
Josh Grider
4pm

Mon 7.10
Gruene Hall

Grouchy Like Riley
7pm

Tue 7.11

Austin Gilliam
8pm

Geronimo VFW #8456
Tommy Horton, Priscilla Speed, 
Clifton Jansky
7pm

JULY 1 @ 1 LIL HENRY 
 AND THE TRIBUTE BAND 
            @ 6 JAMES PARDO
JULY 2 @ BRE JARVIS 
            @ 6 KIM AND HER BAD HABITS
JULY 6 @ 6 JAM NIGHT
JULY 7 @ 6:30 CHRIS RUEST
JULY 8 @ 1 THE LESTI HUFF BAND 
            @ 6 THE BAREFAX BAND
JULY 9 @ 2 DARIUS JACKSON
JULY 13 @ 6 JAM NIGHT
JULY 14 @ 6:30 SUNDAY 5
JULY 15 @ 1 JAY WIMBERLY 
@ 6 BIG BAD BILLY CATZ
JULY 16 @ 2 BROTHER WIVES
JULY 20  @ 6 GEEZERFEST KICKOFF PARTY                         
                    W SLIM BAWB
JULY 21 & 22 GEEZERFEST MUSIC ALL DAY
JULY 23 2-6 ADAM JOHNSON
JULY 27 @ 6 JAM NIGHT
JULY 28 @ 6:30 3 MAN FRONT
JULY 29 @ 1 THE HOT ATTACKS 
              @ 6 RUBEN V
JULY 30 @ 2 STRAY DAWG AND THE WOLVES

HAPPY COW
a n  u d d e r  k i n d a  p l a c e

B A R  &  G R I L L

HAPPY COW
a n  u d d e r  k i n d a  p l a c e

B A R  &  G R I L L

HAPPY COW
a n  u d d e r  k i n d a  p l a c e

B A R  &  G R I L L
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Gruene Hall
Two Ton Tuesday
8pm

Wed 7.12

TBA
8pm

Nate Guthrie
8:30pm

Gruene Hall
The Georges
6pm

Thu 7.13

Tony Taylor
6:30pm

TBA
8pm

Jam Night
6pm

Ken Raba
5pm
Billy Roy & Friends
8pm

John Boyd
6:30pm

Gruene Hall
Garrett LeBeau
7pm

Riley’s Tavern
Audrey Oliver
8pm

Vino en Verde
Brett Cline
8pm

Fri 7.14

3 Man Front
6:30pm

TBA
8pm

Jordan Minor & 
the Bottom Dollar Band
8pm

Sunday 5
6:30pm

Junior Nash
5pm
Donovan Keith & the Funky Feat
8:30pm

Hard Cover
7pm

Los Skarnales
8pm

Knotty Grove
8pm

Gruene Hall
Reckless Kelly
8pm

Riley’s Tavern
Tom Ben Lindley
9pm

Sat 7.15

Right on Red
6:30pm

TBA
8pm

Slim Bawb & the 
Fabulous Stumpgrinders
9pm

Jay Wimberley
1pm
Big Bad Billy Catz
6pm

Poor J Brown
w/ BJ Thibodeaux
9pm

Derek Vera
7pm

Reverend Horton Heat
9pm

Paul Nipper
9pm

Gruene Hall
Reckless Kelly
8pm

Riley’s Tavern
Fairbanks & the Lonesome Light
9pm

Sun 7.16

Neon Hustle
6:30pm

TBA
8pm

South Texas
5pm

Brother Wives
2pm

Jeffrey Ryan Vaughn
3pm
Lucas Taylor
7pm

Geronimo VFW #8456
Chili Cookoff
3pm

Gruene Hall
Landry & Company
12pm
Tom Gillam & the Kosmic 
Messangers
5pm

Riley’s Tavern
Shelley King
9pm

Mon 7.17
Gruene Hall

Don Leady & the 
Kosmic Messengers
7pm

Tue 7.18

TBA
8pm

Comal Country Music Show
KC Hall
Chris Rybak, Madelyn Abrameit, 
Bryan Su
7:30pm

Wed 7.19

TBA
8pm

1390 McQueeney Rd, New Braunfels 
830-625-0045 or wateringholesaloon.com 
Watering Hole Saloon & Dancehall on FB 

NB’s Largest Air-Conditioned Dance Floor 
NOW NON-SMOKING 

 Est 1986 

Our Smoking Patio will 
be up and ready for 

y’all real soon!   
Sorry for the long wait,  

inconvenience & hot sun! 

SUNDAYS - HH all Day 
Sunday Funday 

 

WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS 
$4 ALL Day ANY Whiskey 

Plus Customer 
Appreciation Day 

All Day Free Pool & Jukebox 
 

TEQUILA THURDAYS 
$4 ALL Day ANY Tequila 
That Karaoke Chick 
On The Big Stage 8-12 

 

FIREBALL FRIDAYS 
$4 Fireball ALL Day  
Live Music 8-12 

 

SATURDAYS 
Live Music 9-1 

Great People, Great Music 
& Plenty To Do 

Pool, Shuffleboard,  
Ping Pong, Golden Tee, 
Darts, Internet Jukebox  

& Plenty of Dancing Room 

HAPPY COW
a n  u d d e r  k i n d a  p l a c e

B A R  &  G R I L L

HAPPY COW
a n  u d d e r  k i n d a  p l a c e

B A R  &  G R I L L

HAPPY COW
a n  u d d e r  k i n d a  p l a c e

B A R  &  G R I L L
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Craig K
8:30pm

Gruene Hall
Roger Creager
7pm

Riley’s Tavern
Mike Ethan Messick
8pm

Thu 7.20

Josh Holden
6:30pm

TBA
8pm

Slim Bawb
6pm

Jay Russell Wimberley
5pm
Billy Roy & Friends
8pm

Ryan Baker
6:30pm

Gruene Hall
Roger Creager
8pm

Riley’s Tavern
Skylar Hamilton
8pm

Vino en Verde
Brett Cline
8pm

Fri 7.21

Dean’s List
6:30pm

TBA
8pm

Howlin’ Waters
8pm

Geezerfest
All day

Bandreu
5pm
Ryan Ross Band
8:30pm

Carol Cochran & Two Way Street
7pm

Monty Good & the Honky Tonk 
Heroes
8pm

Gruene Hall
Roger Creager
8pm

Riley’s Tavern
The Organics
w/ Blackwater Revival
9pm

Sat 7.22

Trace Owen Jr Band
6:30pm

TBA
8pm

Highway Hypnosis
9pm

Geezerfest
All Day

Steven James & the Jaded
9pm

Travelling Trees
7pm

Spazmatics
9pm

Broken DuckFeet
9pm

Gruene Hall
Birdlegg & the Eastside Kings
1pm
Roger Creager
9pm

 Riley’s Tavern
Girls Raised in Texas Tour
9pm

Sun 7.23

JJ Garrett Band
6:30pm

Kylie Rae Harris
8pm

South Texas
5pm

Adam Johnson
2pm

All Mixed Up
3pm
Lucas Taylor
7pm

Geronimo VFW #8456
Charles & the Fabulous Four
3pm

Gruene Hall
Robyn Ludwick
12pm

Riley’s Tavern
April Hall
4pm
 Tue 7.25

TBA
8pm

Gruene Hall
Two Ton Tuesday
8pm

Wed 7.26

TBA
8pm

Nate Guthrie
8:30pm

Gruene Hall
The Georges
6pm

Thu 7.27

Tony Taylor
6:30pm

Jam Night
6pm

Carlos the Tall
5pm
Billy Roy & Friends
8:30pm

Buddy Vargas
7pm

Riley’s Tavern
Jackie Darlene
9pm

Vino en Verde
Brett Cline
8pm

Trivia
Wednesday Nights 

Karaoke
Thursdays, Sundays 

DJ 
Wednesdays, Fridays, 

Saturdays

Karaoke 
Thursday Nights

Karaoke
 Mondays & Thursdays

diversions

HAPPY COW
a n  u d d e r  k i n d a  p l a c e

B A R  &  G R I L L

HAPPY COW
a n  u d d e r  k i n d a  p l a c e

B A R  &  G R I L L

HAPPY COW
a n  u d d e r  k i n d a  p l a c e

B A R  &  G R I L L
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diversions

Karaoke
Thursday & Sunday

DJs
Wednesday,

Friday, Saturday

texas grill

tubing live music

2006  Stockdale Hwy
Seguin,  TX 78155

830.379.0000 

seguin, texas

Carol Cochran

& Big Star Productions

DJ & KARAOKE!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Making your event an
occasion since 2004!

www.carol--cochran.com

Carol Cochran

& Big Star Productions

DJ & KARAOKE!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Call 830.708.5569
to book your event

TODAY!

Making your event an
occasion since 2004!

www.carol--cochran.com

Parks Department requesting 
500% tax , uh fee increase! 
The New Braunfels Parks Dept. for the second time 
has unveiled its request to increase the park impact 
fee, park fee, or development fee from $600.00 per 
lot to near $3000 per lot. Officials site this is as a 
plan that only charges newcomers moving to New 
Braunfels a fee for the impact they have on the 
already strained park system. In their documents, 
they site the need for such an exorbitant increase as 
parity of parks among other cities, additional parks 
for the population growth and provide for more open 
spaces. All of this sounds reasonable and intelligent 
until you get to the details and there is where the 
problem begins. A fee by any other name is a tax!  A 
tax by the way which does not require voter approval.  
In fact, the City of New Braunfels in the name of “no 
new taxes” has enacted no less than 21 new fees and 
increased numerous others, all while you were asleep 
in the last 18 months. 

But we need the parks you say! So, what is the 
current design.  A new subdivision wants to build.  
There is a park fee!  I can get the park fee waived 
if I (the developer) build a park equivalent to 1 
acre for every 150 lots. So instead of Parks getting 
$90,000 toward whatever they want the developer 
builds a pocket park instead. It is built to the parks 
departments specs and then donates it to the City. The 
City maintains forever from the property taxes from 
the new homes.  The developer’s cost is the land say, 
$20,000 an acre,( side note the City states in their 
proforma $35,000 per acre because they are better 
with your money than the Developers.  Do you think 
they just set new land prices), plus roads, street, curbs, 
and gutters, drainage, and whatever makes the park 
functional!  A fairly close swap. But oh, no! Parks gets 
no cash! Drat! We gotta fix that! Low and behold we 
need a new fee. A regional park fee that only new 
homes pay, because they are the root of all evil!  

That regional park fee will be collected and 
horded till they find a $45,000 an acre parcel to 
buy, oh they said $35,000, really, government never 
gets a deal! You know it’s true. Anyway, then they will 
develop the new mega park.  But wait, I thought we 
did those through bonds, and gifts, and grants. This is 
new government at its finest, we want newbies to pay 
for it all and give it to the rest of us, it’s the only right 
socialist thing to do.  

Let’s just simplify this. The new structure is I 
can waive the $1759 neighborhood park fee (was 
$600) if I, the developer builds the park and now 
have my HOA maintain it forever causing no burden 
on the parks department and I get to keep the 
property tax maintenance fee for other places, plus 
I will also pay $1198 into the regional pool. Wow 
I get parks and only a few people pay.  But what 
really happens?  Here is the hidden part!  NO more 
affordable housing, ever!  

The City says it supports affordable housing! 
BS! Here is how it works!  A developer buys dirt, 
improves it, pays the fees, borrows money to develop 
and then sells finished lots. Dirt, roads, streets, curbs, 
infrastructure, and government fees. The lot makes up 
1/5 of the price of a home in general.  Do the math 
kiddies.  If the City and the utilities charge $9,000 for 
utility fees, $1500 for road impact fees and $2957 
in park fee what did the price of lots do? The cost of 
governmental air is $13,457 per lot.  That equates 
to $27,000 a lot to the you. Add that to the costs 
of land, road, streets, curb gutter, etc. and you have 
$60,000 dollar 45’ wide lots. $60,000 x 5= a new 
home price of $300,000. That’s affordable. In reality 
the new park fee is triple taxation and the fee attack 
by the city is taxation without representation. It’s a tax 
putting home ownership out of the reach of most 
citizens. Tell them no! 

Warren Hoskinson is a member of the Four 
Rivers Governmental Affairs committee and a 
concerned citizen.

2016

Winner!

BEST BURGER
& BEST

MIXED DRINKS

PHOENIX

SALOON

JULY
EVENTS

FRIDAY 6/30
The Mismatch  @ 9

SATURDAY 7/1
Rochelle & the Sidewinders @ 9

FRIDAY 7/7
Big Bad Billycatz @ 9

SATURDAY 7/8
Kori Free & the Groovehounds @ 9

FRIDAY 7/14
Donovan Keith & the Funky Feat 

 @ 8:30

SATURDAY 7/15
Poor J Brown

w/ BJ Thibodeaux @ 9

FRIDAY 7/21
Ryan Ross Band  @ 8:30

SATURDAY 7/22
Steven James & the Jaded @ 9

FRIDAY 7/28
Derrick Davis Band @ 9

VOTE FOR US IN THE 
2017 BEST OF THE 
WURSTPLEX POLL 

AT TXCITIZEN.COM!

Letter to the Editor 
By Warren Hoskinson

VOTE FOR US IN THE 2017
BEST OF THE WURSTPLEX!

367 Main Plaza
830-625-6605

VOTE FOR US IN THE 2017
BEST OF THE WURSTPLEX!

555 S. Castell St, New Braunfels
830-302-7675
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Freeman
on Sports
Freeman
on Sports WITH BRANT FREEMANWITH BRANT FREEMAN

The summer serves as the offseason for 
those working in college athletics, so during 
this time of year, I have much more free time 
than ever, and am constantly looking for 
things to do to keep me busy until football 
season rolls around.  

Once I received an invitation to a 
wedding in Jonesboro, Arkansas, I jumped 
on the opportunity to road trip it through 
a couple of states. Now, plenty of people 
take family road trips in the summer and as 
kids, spending five+ hours in a car is a rite 
of passage. You don’t earn your family’s last 
name until you sit in that backseat, try not to 
kill your siblings and relieve yourself behind 
a tree 10 miles after you passed a rest stop. 

Except, this wasn’t a family road trip, 
I did that sucker solo, foolishly convincing 
myself that an 11-hour road trip would be a 
piece of cake and I had nothing else better 
to do on a Friday in June. By the fourth hour 
of that excursion, I couldn’t stop muttering to 
myself: WHAT HAVE I DONE? (When I talk 
to myself, I yell). I made it into Jonesboro 
around 1:30 in the morning, roughly 12 
hours before the wedding itself, and fell 
asleep at approximately 4am since I’m 
forced to spend two-and-a-half hours hunting 
down flies and mosquitos in my hotel room. 
Needless to say, the conversations with 
myself didn’t stop. 

After the wedding, which was so well 
done that I began convincing myself that I 
did indeed make the right choice, I started 
making my journey back to Texas, except this 
time with no hotel room to stay in overnight 
(because, you know, $$$). Let me tell you, 
you haven’t lived until you’ve slept in your 
car in the parking lots of gas stations and 
cell phone stores in Arkadelphia, AR.  

My journey finally ended at 3:45 pm, 
when I arrived back home in New Braunfels, 
having spent 32 of a possible 52 hours in the 
car either driving, eating, sleeping or crying 
silently. The moral of this story is, if you’re 
going to take a road trip, do everything in 
your power to do it with a friend and unless 
your wedding is taking place across the 

street, don’t you dare think about inviting 
me. That was the highlight of my June, on to 
the month in review… 

The NBA Finals went as expected 
last month, with the Golden State Warriors 
overpowering the Cleveland Cavaliers in 
five games, winning their second title in 
three seasons. Afterward, there was more 
criticism than praise of Finals MVP Kevin 
Durant and you won’t find that here. Last 
month, I lamented on the Death Star that is 
the Warriors franchise and how there’s little 
resistance available to truly push Golden 
State for years to come. How adding Durant 
was completely unnecessary for a team that 
won 73 games the year before and was one 
play away from capping off the greatest 
season of all time.  

When talking to friends about the 
Warriors, I’ve made the comparison to 
the ’96 NBA offseason, when one of the 
greatest free agents ever hit the open 
market: Shaquille O’Neal, and what would 
have happened if the Chicago Bulls signed 
him. The Bulls certainly didn’t need him 
(they won the title the year before, and the 
next two as well), but there would’ve been 
exactly zero drama in their playoff runs if 
they did. Instead, Chicago was pushed six 
games in each of its subsequent Finals and 
a Game Seven in the Eastern Conference 
Finals in 1998. It’s hard to see a team (or 
teams) doing this to the Warriors in the 
foreseeable future. 

That said, Kevin Durant 100% made the 
right decision. Who could blame him? He 
had a great run with OKC that didn’t result in 
a title, had a chance to leave for a team that 
wouldn’t compromise his playing style (if 
anything, making it better) and would likely 
be playing for championships for at least 
five more years. Durant was exceptional in 
the Finals and now the rest of the league is in 
panic mode trying to figure out how to catch 
up to the standard the Warriors have set.  

Because of that, this summer’s offseason 
is must watch TV (unlike the playoffs). The 

lengths that teams will be willing to go to 
make a run at Golden State’s greatness will 
be incredible to see unfold. While many have 
lamented how boring and predictable the 
NBA has become because of the Warriors 
(myself included), instead, the opposite has 
happened. Franchises are being forced to 
adapt, explore trades and signings they 
otherwise wouldn’t have. So in that sense, 
maybe Golden State’s dominance is a good 
thing for the future of the league. 

Of course, I’m most intrigued to see 
what the Spurs will do, and their offseason is 
one of the more interesting ones in the NBA. 
We don’t truly know if what San Antonio 
currently has in place is good enough to 
beat Golden State. Three regular season 
games: one in October, one without any star 
players, another one without the Warriors 
playing at full strength, and exactly two-and-
a-half quarters worth of playoff basketball 
against each other with San Antonio 
dominating at the time.  

So should the Spurs run it back? Will 
their hand be forced to make drastic changes 
due to a reportedly disgruntled LaMarcus 
Aldridge? Is Chris Paul that interested in 
playing for the Spurs, and if so, would San 
Antonio be that much better if they have to 
gut the team to get him? It’ll be fascinating to 
see how it (and the rest of the league) plays 
out this summer. 

I’m sure we’ll be looking back at 
some of the developments in this space 
next month, along with the latest on Major 
League Baseball, and a look ahead to the 
coming football season (which good lord, 
can’t come soon enough). I know what 
we won’t be discussing in next month’s 
column: road trips. Unless you want to send 
in some of your own horror stories that is! 
If so, send them to bf2120@aol.com. Let’s  
cry TOGETHER.

Brant Freeman is a seasoned local sportscaster, 
delivering the goods as a reporter for major pro 
and collegiate sporting events in the greater 
San Antonio area for over a decade.

Keeping your 
books up-to-date 

can be a 
full-time job.

Call us, we can help.

979.574.5017
LRKBookkeeping.com
LRKBooks@gmail.com

Cheese  Chocolate  Wine

“Thank you for voting ours the 
‘Best Mac & Cheese’ and 

‘Best Grilled Cheese Sandwich’ 
in the TX Citizen readers poll. 

Now bring your friends in to try them!”
         – Chef Stephanie  

Downtown New Braunfels,
just steps from the Brauntex Theater

2016

Winner!

BEST MAC & CHEESE
BEST GRILLED CHEESE
BEST TREAT: SEA SALT
& CARAMEL TRUFFLE
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Mission: Wurstplex
A City-Wide Scavenger Hunt to Benefit Girl Scout Troop #1239

Saturday, 
August 26, 
1Oam to 2pm

Grab your family, friends and your cell phone, 
and get ready to turn the town upside-down 
racing against other teams and the clock to 

finish with the most challenges completed and 
Golden Sausages retrieved!

also Sponsored by

brazenly present

Prizes:
First Place - $250   |   Second Place - $150   |   Third Place - $75

Space is l imited - Sign up now at txcitizen.com!

&
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Get your AC inspected now
for ONLY $85! 

830.625.2420 • 1617 BUSINESS 35 S.
GUADACOMA@NBTX.COM

 

GUADA • COMA

 

GUADA • COMA

Get your AC inspected now
for ONLY $85! 

The  SUN'S  surface  is  27  million  degrees 
Summer  in Texas  is  nearly  twice  that  hot

The  SUN'S  surface  is  27  million  degrees 
Summer  in Texas  is  nearly  twice  that  hot

Or  get  on  the  waiting 
list  for  repairs. 

( Free +  painful  repair   expenses )

Or  get  on  the  waiting 
list  for  repairs. 

( Free +  painful  repair   expenses )

Get your AC inspected now
for ONLY $85! 

Half-O� One Entree
with purchase of another entree and two drinks.

One coupon per table. Cannot be combined with any other o�er. Expires 7/31/17 

Huge Play Area for the Kids • Live Music Thursday-Sunday
Happy Hour Monday-Friday 3:00-6:30pm

830.629.0777 • 1724 Hunter Road, New Braunfels
TEX-MEX COCINA Y CANTINA

Feller roofing is giving away
a free roof!

Go to noroofleftbehind.com and nominate a friend, 
neighbor or loved one to receive a free roof!

If  your nomination is accepted, your candidate will campaign 
alongside other deserving, area families for the most votes at 

noroofleftbehind.com.

We’ll be hosting a huge party at the Installation Celebration, 
and of  course, installing a free roof!

830.627.7663

NEW BRAUNFELS ’

# 1  S P O T
FOR  DINNER
&  A  SHOW !

606 S Walnut Ave #110,  
New Braunfels,  TX 78130

(830)  625-2628
www.bonzainewbraunfels.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of Jerry W. Sapaugh, 
Deceased, were issued on June 8, 2017, in Cause No. 
2017PCB0173, pending in the County Court at Law of 
Comal County, Texas, to: Donald Wayne Sapaugh. 
     All persons having claims against this Estate which 
is currently being administered are required to present 
them to the undersigned within the time and in the 
manner prescribed by law.
      DATED the 13th day of June, 2017.

Frank B. Suhr, Attorney at Law,
473 S. Seguin Ave, Ste 100, New Braunfels, TX 78130 

State Bar No.: 19466300, 
Tel: (830) 625-4345, Fax: (830) 606-4511, 

Attorney for Donald Wayne Sapaugh  

Craft
Cocktails, Martinis, Beer

Open at Noon Tuesday - Sunday

Open at 4pm  Monday

Across the street from the Brauntex!
283 W San Antonio St,

New Braunfels, TX
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Feller roofing is giving away
a free roof!

Go to noroofleftbehind.com and nominate a friend, 
neighbor or loved one to receive a free roof!

If  your nomination is accepted, your candidate will campaign 
alongside other deserving, area families for the most votes at 

noroofleftbehind.com.

We’ll be hosting a huge party at the Installation Celebration, 
and of  course, installing a free roof!

830.627.7663
Wonder Woman: An Unlikely 
Feminist Message  

I’ve not yet gotten back to national politics 
in a meaningful way, but national politics is 
really no more meaningful than it has been for 
the last few months, so I’m pretty sure no real 
harm is done by an article with what I consider 
a more interesting topic. 

Some readers may not be aware that I’m 
an unrepentant comic geek. I’ve been a fan of 
superhero comics in particular for at least the 
last thirty-five years. So, I was not surprised that 
I enjoyed the most recent comic-related film, 
Wonder Woman. What I did find surprising was 
the extreme reaction many women had to the film. 
For them, Wonder Woman had an emotional 
impact that went far beyond my experience. 
Many women described instances where they 
teared up with pride and felt particularly elated 
and validated by the film. Some were not even 
sure why they felt the way they did. I spent some 
time afterward talking to women about their 
experiences, and they offered me some insight 
into why the reaction was so strong. I’ve added 
a few ideas of my own as well.  

First, let me make it very clear that if, 
as a woman, the reactions I discuss are not 
something you experienced, you shouldn’t feel 
left out. It appears that the most emotional of 
experiences come from women of a specific 
age range (say 35 to 55) and woman who 
already have an appreciation for the superhero 
genre – “fangirls”, if you will. This last element, 
while not directly tied to many of the specific 
reactions, is the easiest one for me to explain. 

Probably the most common statement 
from women was that the movie offered a 
character that was “for them.” I can remember 
a similar feeling when I first saw Tim Burton’s 
original Batman. Batman was not the first comic-
book movie, but it was the first one that I didn’t 
cringe at as a fanboy. I remember thinking that 
finally someone had done a comic book movie 
right. How much more true is this of Wonder 
Woman for female fans? Like most men, it 
never occurred to me that my preference was 
being catered to, but there’s no denying that 
superhero movies are, as the industry itself is, 
very male dominated. Women never have 
the lead, if they are represented at all (those 
who are considering the exceptions to this rule 
should really take a hard look at those movies). 
Wonder Woman changes all of this. She’s 
not eye candy or just some foil for other male 
characters; she is the story. Finally, someone has 
done a female superhero movie right. 

Outside of the elation of a comic fan 
finally having a movie they can relate to, 
Wonder Woman has an appeal that can 
be appreciated by all women. One of the 
continuing themes in the movie is that of power. 
Many women noted this in their description of 
how the movie affected them when compared 
to other characters. Wonder Woman is not 
the first female lead in a film, nor is she the 
first female superhero, but, unlike many female 
comic characters, Wonder Woman has power. 
She is often portrayed in nearly the same class 
as Superman. She is a demigod after all. 

Comic book characters have always been 
discussed as a presentation of the pubescent 
male power fantasy. I’ve fought against the idea 
more than once because it’s mildly insulting; 
even so, there is some truth to it. Comic book 
characters can do things that we can’t and 
never will be able to. For the average comic 
geek who might get sand kicked in his face 
at the beach, the thought of being Superman 
and easily overpowering a rival is an attractive 
one. Charles Atlas had the psychology right. 
It’s a bit simplistic to assume that women don’t 
experience similar emotions. After all, women 
actually have far more reason to harbor this sort 
of deep-set resentment than men do. The fairer 
sex is also the weaker sex, and this is where I 
suspect power comes into play. 

Women start out with an equality that they 
lose as they mature. As children, boys and girls 
are not particularly different from a perspective 
of power. If anything, it’s possible that women 
are a bit physically superior prior to puberty. 
Certainly they are equal as they are ever likely 
to be. Then, with puberty, everything changes. 
Boys become more muscular, stronger, leaving 
girls behind. This happens just as women 
are pressured into social roles as well, all the 
while being told they can and should be able 
to do anything, something that is now neither 
physically true, nor truly socially acceptable. 

Wonder Woman turns this on its head. 
Diana (Wonder Woman) grows up on an island 
of women, all of whom are warriors. The movie 
depicts this little girl as excited to explore her 
physical abilities, but she’s restricted from them 
until she reaches puberty. Once she is allowed 
to explore her physical self, she becomes 
more and more powerful as she grows into 
womanhood. How could this not resonate with 
the tomboy who found herself forced onto girls-
only teams and into a dress and makeup just 
as she begins to become a woman? Isn’t this a 
power fantasy designed for a woman? 

The issue of power is only one part of 

the equation, though. By far the most common 
explanation I heard for the emotional impact 
of the film came from the women who saw 
the careful way that society’s soft misogyny 
is critiqued by it. For them, Wonder Woman 
is a strike back at an unchanging patriarchy 
that continues to hold women back even as it 
proclaims egalitarianism. Some even saw our 
current political situation in the plot, Hillary 
Clinton becoming an everywoman who 
comes ever so close to breaking away from 
the roles women are relegated to only to have 
it taken from her at the last moment. Here, the 
heroine triumphs. 

The parallel in the movie (without any 
spoilers) can be seen in how Diana, coming 
from a matriarchal world, is thrust into the world 
we all know. She becomes the naïve and noble 
savage as she walks though England in the 
early 1900s, a different time but not without 
familiarity. Wonder Woman finds herself 
forced to be something less than herself. She’s 
questioned, patronized, and frequently told that 
what she wants to do simply cannot be done 
many times in the course of the story. That is until 
she decides she has had enough. Eventually, 
she refuses to take no for an answer, and she 
steps forward spectacularly into her heroic 
role, quite literally leading the charge she has 
insisted on to protect innocents. 

This all occurs in a specific and dramatic 
scene, and from that point forward in the film, 
Wonder Woman is all but unstoppable. In 
some respects, it’s a role reversal, but in others 
it’s something altogether new. Wonder Woman 
doesn’t fall into the typically masculine tropes. 
She’s both compassionate and powerful. As 
a character, she has a love interest, but that 
relationship doesn’t leave the man as the damsel 
in distress or force her into the role of knight in 
shining armor. Instead, Wonder Woman does 
exactly what we expect of her based on the 
character development from the story, and it’s 
gratifying to watch. 

Needless to say, I’m recommending the 
film. I encourage both women and men to see 
it. Even if you find that it doesn’t elicit these 
strong feelings in you, I hope you take the time 
to consider how it does for others. Rarely are 
comic films more than just entertainment, but 
Wonder Woman is something more, and I think 
it’s something that a lot of us need to see.

Last Word
With Kelly Colby

You can reach Kelly for fan mail by email 
at kellycolby@txcitizen.com. Hate mail still 
goes to Mike. 118 Common St.    830.387.4466

STOP BY
FOR A BIG,JUICY BURGER!

OPEN
Mon-Sat
11 to 8

NOW OPEN
SUNDAYS

GreenTree
Apartments

830-632-5627

One Bedroom $550-$575
or all bills paid $725-$750

Two Bedroom Loft $730

5000 Old Hwy 81,  New Braunfels

Board Games
Card Games

Weekly Tournaments
Comic Books

ChildsPlayGames.com

EXTENDED
SUMMER HOURS!

M-W 3-10pm | Closed Thurs
Fri 3-11pm | Sat 12-10pm

Sun 1-8pm
630 W. San Antonio St



Sales Information: D. Lee Edwards  Broker/Owner  830.620.7653  leeedwards1109@msn.com  www.dleeedwardsrealty.com 

AVAILABLE in 3 & 4 Bedrooms 

MODERN .  FARM HOUSE STYLE  .  TOWNHOMES/DUPLEX  

CALL FOR PRICES: 830.620.7653 




